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The economic recovery plan is on track.  

· Government is working with our social partners to fast-track structural reforms, promote localisation and industrialisation, overhaul state owned enterprises and to strengthen the informal sector.
· Government is implementing a wide-ranging economic recovery plan as a response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
· The plan is part of our economic recovery strategy to boost the economy as the country emerges from the pandemic.
· An amount of R500 billion has been allocated to support economic and social relief measures.  
· Reports that the R500 billion has been looted are incorrect. The bulk of this money has been accounted for and is being spent where it is most needed.
· Government is aware that there has been irregularities around the procurement of personal protective equipment (PPE’s) and we are determined that those who have broken the law or flouted regulations are held to account.
· We are encouraged that law enforcement agencies such as the Special Investigating Unit (SIU) are moving with speed to ensure that those who are implicated are severely punished. 
· The SIU is probing 658 cases of possible corruption related to government procurement of COVID-19 personal protective equipment (PPE) worth more than R5 billion.

We are committed to assisting those in need. 

· The UIF’S special COVID-19 benefits have paid out R1.6 billion, assisting over 37 000 companies and 60 000 workers.
· R40 billion has been set aside for income support payments for workers whose employers are unable to pay their wages.
· An amount of R2 billion will be made available to assist SMME’s, spaza shop owners and other small businesses.
· The South African Revenue Services (SARS) has moved to support businesses by increasing tax deferrals to R100 million a year.
· The reprioritisation of the current budget includes an allocation of around R130 billion to support the economic recovery plan.
· An amount of R20 billion has been set aside to strengthen efforts to address the pandemic.
· An additional R100 billion has also been set aside for the protection of jobs and to create jobs.


We are tightening the procurement process.  

· There will be no more emergency procurement and an instruction will be issued to government departments across all spheres to halt the emergency procurement of personal protective equipment (PPE).  
· We are committed that all procurement must adhere to the regulations and the law. 
· We are committed that anyone who has flouted the law in procurement processes must be brought to book.
· We are determined that accounting officers must follow all applicable processes, internal control measures and that risk mitigation measures are put in place.

We are committed to transparency and clean governance. 

· We have issued regulations to ensure the emergency procurement of supplies and services is fair and transparent and to prohibit excessive pricing. 
· President Cyril Ramaphosa has signed a proclamation authorising the Special Investigating Unit (SIU) to investigate any unlawful or improper conduct relating to the misuse of COVID-19 funds across all spheres of the state.
· If the SIU finds evidence that a criminal offence has been committed, it will then refer such evidence to the National Prosecuting Authority.
· The SIU is also empowered to institute civil proceedings for the recovery of any damages or losses incurred by the state.
· We have established a multi-agency centre to coordinate the detection, investigation and prosecution of any COVID-related corruption. Some of the agencies in the centre include the NPA, Hawks, SIU, Financial Intelligence Centre, SARS, IPID and the State Security Agency. Several cases are at an advanced stage.
· The success of our fight against corruption depends on the involvement of all citizens and all parts of society. 
· If you see something say something, report corruption by dialling the National Anti-Corruption Hotline on 0800 701 701.

