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“The pulse of commuNIcaTIoN excelleNce IN The free sTaTe goverNmeNT“

Premier Sefora Ntombela, joined by 
members of the executive, launched the 
16 days of no violence against women 
and children in Bloemfontein, Man-
gaung on Tuesday, 30 November 2021.
Premier Ntombela decried the high 
levels of violence perpetrated against 
women and children, calling on society 
at large to work together in ridding so-
ciety of this scourge. She told shocked 
attendees about a sickening murder of 
a young girl in KwaZulu Natal whose 
decapitated body was discovered in her 
home.
“On Saturday, the community of 
KwaSobalili village, in KwaZulu Natal 
woke up to a gruesome discovery. The 
body of a six year – old girl, with the 
head chopped off, was found. The girl’s 
head was later discovered at a river by 
terrified villagers. According to the po-
lice, a 20 year-old was noticed leaving 
the girl’s home with a plastic bag drip-
ping with blood,” Premier Ntombela 
said. 
She said the killings of women and chil-
dren demonstrate the moral decay in 
society.
“Something is seriously wrong when 
children as young as six are decapitat-
ed and their skulls casually disposed of. 
This is beyond an outrage. Dare I say it is 
a declaration of war against the children 
and indeed the women of our country. 
This repulsive killing happens when we 
are still reeling from the horror killing 
of Nosicelo Mtebeni, a student whose 
dismembered body was found stuffed 

inside a suitcase,”she said.
She continued: “These killings demon-
strate that women and children in our 
country are under attack. Two legged 
monsters, masquerading as men, are on 
a rampage and baying for blood. The 
women and children of our country are 
the target.”

Even though the situation is dire, Pre-
mier Ntombela said work will contin-
ue to teach society about the disasters 
brought about by violence on women 

and children.
“The picture looks very bleak. The 
numbers equally frightening. Earlier 
this month when he released crime sta-
tistics, police minister announced that 
there were nearly ten thousand cases of 
rapes reported. Between July and Sep-
tember this year, 9556 cases of rapes 
were reported. Worryingly, these are re-
ported cases as many victims suffer in 
silence,” she said.
She concluded: “We are going to scream 
out loud against abuse. We are going 

to scream so loud our voices will go 
hoarse. The attacks on the vulnerable 
will, one day soon, be but a distant hor-
rible memory. With women at the fore-
front of this battle and progressive men 
behind us, we are going to conquer, iso-
late and banish the brutes in our soci-
ety.”
Actor Patrick Shai, from Khuluma 
Ndoda, an organisation opposed to all 
types of gender based violence, lent his 
support and called on men to help end 
the cycle of abuse. 

A CALL TO END WOMEN AND CHILDREN ABUSE
PREMIER LAUNCHES 
16 DAYS OF NO VI-
OLENCE AGAINST 
WOMEN & CHILDREN
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On 11 November, the Executive Council led by Pre-
mier Sisi Ntombela signed a pledge committing to 
deliver quality services, provide good governance, 
and adhere to sound financial management prac-
tices. 
The signing of the pledge follows the Auditor Gen-
eral’s delivery of an improved preliminary report for 
the Province. 
Despite encouraging signs of improvement in the 
province’s audit outcomes, EXCO still however 
believes that there is room for significant improve-
ment as this is only the beginning of better things 
to come.
Speaking at the Pledge signing, the Premier ex-
pressed delight at the work done by Government 
Garage (GG). “I want to express my deepest appre-
ciation to GG for achieving a clean audit report fol-
lowing a very damning outcome. Indeed, this is an 
encouraging sign and a foundation to build upon,” 
she said.
Although there’s been a notable improvement across 
various departments, the leadership acknowledged 
that there is still quite a long way to go to achiev-
ing excellence. The premier expressed gratitude to 
all stakeholders for their apparent willingness and 
commitment to walk the path of good and clean 
governance.
“This pledge is the beginning of restoring dignity 
and a recommitment to our social contract with 
the people of the province. We are committed to 
serve them with absolute distinction,” said Premier 
Ntombela.

WE COMMIT TO SERVE WITH INTEGRITY

On 18th November, President Cyril Ramaphosa bestowed the 
Order of Ikhamanga on late author Dr. Kgotso Pieter David 
Maphalla.

The Order of Ikhamanga is a South African honor – the high-
est of its kind - granted by the President of the Republic of 
South Africa for achievements in arts, culture, literature, mu-
sic, journalism, and sports. It comprises of three categories, 
namely: Bronze for outstanding achievement, Silver for excel-
lent achievement and gold for exceptional achievement. Dr. 
Maphalla was awarded the gold award.

A ferocious writer who, in a career which spanned five dec-
ades penned over 70 books, Dr. Maphalla invested his energies 
into building a voluminous body of work which continues to 
inspire the young and old alike today. He sadly passed away 
on 05 April 2021 at the age of 66 following a prolonged illness.

At the ceremony, which was also attended by Sport, Arts and 
Culture Minister Nathi Mthethwa, Setjhaba Maphalla, a son 
to the late Dr. Maphalla, duly accepted the award on behalf 
of his family. He said the family was extremely proud that Dr. 
Maphalla was honored, adding that they had made a formal 
application to the presidency two years ago for Dr. Maphalla 
to be recognized while he was still alive.

“As a family, we are very happy that our father is being given 
the recognition he deserves. When he passed away, it was an 
extremely painful period, but we are pleased that the president 

is honoring him. We are very proud as a family. We knew that 
it would happen, it was only a matter of when. We submitted 
the application in 2019 when Ntate Maphalla was still alive. 
Our wish was to honor him while he was still alive, unfortu-
nately that was not to be….however, we had spoken to him 
and explained our intentions to him,” said Maphalla Jr. at Se-
fako Makgatho presidential guest house, in Pretoria where the 
event was held.

Premier Ntombela said the Free State province in its entirety 
was immensely proud of Dr. Maphalla’s achievements and will 
continue to celebrate his rich legacy.

“We thank President Ramaphosa for recognizing Dr. Maphal-
la’s immeasurable contribution to the arts, and particularly 
the preservation of Sesotho language. His work, a total of 70 
books, is a clear indication of a man driven by the love for his 
language and determination to jealously preserve it. 

As a province, we are extremely proud to have had a gem like 
Dr. Maphalla as one of our own. He may be physically gone, 
but his legacy, in the form of his work will continue to inspire 
generations to come. Even death itself cannot dim his shine 
and on behalf of the Free State Provincial Government and the 
entire citizenry of our beautiful province, I would like to thank 
the President for conferring Dr. Maphalla with this honour. 
I would also like to congratulate him for his work which is 
today being celebrated even though he is sadly no longer with 
us,” said Premier Ntombela. 

PRESIDENT RAMAPHOSA HONOURS DR. MAPHALLA

Public Works and Infrastructure HOD Ernest Mo-
hlahlo visited a number of sites on the week of 08-12 
November to monitor the progress.
The HOD said he was pleased with the progress at 
township revitalisation projects he visited in Tha-
ba-Nchu, Botshabelo and Bloemfontein. He further 
stressed that it was very important for him to visit and 
observe progress made at the projects.
“It was important for me to come and see first-hand 
the work and progress on the ground. Some of our re-
sponsibilities is to service client departments like the 
departments of Social Development, Sports, Art, Cul-
ture and Recreation as well as Agriculture and Rural 
Development, so a close monitoring and quicker turn-
around time to provide them with office space is of im-
portance,” HOD Mohlahlo said.

The sites that were visited by HOD Mohlahlo are ex-
pected to be completed and handed over at the end of 
the current financial year.

HOD MOHLAHLO HAPPY WITH PROGRESS AT VARIOUS PROJECTS

TOP GONG FOR LATE REVERED WORDSMITH
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FACELIFT FOR NGUBENTOMBI DISTRICT HOSPITAL
On 29 October, Premier Sisi Ntombela offi-
cially unveiled the newly renovated staff ac-
commodation facility at Fezi Ngubentombi 
District Hospital in Sasolburg.
The facility, which was previously referred to 
as “nurses home” recently underwent a major 
facelift and refurbishment to address structur-
al occupational health and safety short com-
ings. 
The project which started during the October 
2019/20 financial year was completed at the 
end of September 2021.

The building boasts three stories with a total of 
fifty rooms. Following the renovations some of 
the rooms have been converted into offices to 
provide essential services to healthcare work-
ers.

Twenty rooms are going to be used as tempo-
rary accommodation for staff members and 
priority will be given to: 
•	 Clinical Specialists from Tertiary and Aca-

demic hospitals coming for outreach pur-
poses

•	 Community Service Healthcare Workers
•	 Student nurses
•	 Interns and newly appointed staff.

FREE STATE HEALTH KICKS 
OFF J&J BOOSTER SHOTS 
On 10 November, the Free State MEC for Health, Mont-
seng Tsiu was one of the first Health Care Workers in the 
Free State to take the J & J Booster Shots. 
The MEC took her booster shot at Universitas Academic 
Hospital in Bloemfontein. 

The Johnson and Johnson vaccine booster shot is a sec-
ond dose of the Covid-19 vaccine which is currently only 
available to people who participated in the national Sis-
onke vaccination trial.

During the launch of the booster shot programme, MEC 
Tsiu emphasized that she is focused on leading the team 
of dedicated health care workers through all the different 
stages of the war against Covid19.

“I tested positive for Covid19 and while I was treated at a 
public health facility I saw how dedicated our health care 
workers were in the face of adversity and uncertainty,” 
recounted Tsiu.
Tsiu, who was amongst the first healthcare workers to 
take the Covid19 vaccine once again led from the front 
as one of the first to receive the booster shot. 
“I’m doing all of this to prove beyond any reasonable 
doubt that we are not giving people what we are not tak-

ing ourselves. I can testify without any fear of contradic-
tion that these vaccines and boosters are lifesaving,” she 
added.
The MEC for Health has invited the over 24 353 Provin-
cial healthcare workers who participated in the Sisonke 
Study Trial to take the J & J booster shot at a facility near-
est to them.

Booster shots are available at the following sites:

•	 Mangaung Metro District - Pelonomi Tertiary Hos-
pital and Universitas Academic Hospital, 

•	 Fezile Dabi District- Boitumelo Hospital in Kroon-
stad and Fezi Ngubentombi Hospital in Sasolburg,

•	 Lejweleputswa District - Bongani Hospital in 
Welkom and Katleho Hospital in Virginia, 

•	 Thabo Mofutsanyana District - Phekolong Hospital 
in Bethlehem and Phuthaditjhaba Multipurpose 
Community Centre in QwaQwa,

•	 Xhariep District - Albert Nzula Hospital in Tromps-
burg and Diamant Hospital in Jagersfontein.

The Free State Department of Health has made a com-
mitment to run the J & J booster shots vaccination Cam-
paign for healthcare workers over a period of 10 days.

FS EDUCATION, DE BEERS GROUP AND 
KST OPEN A STATE OF THE ART SCHOOL 
IN KROONSTAD 

Speaking at the opening of the new school, Phu-
leng Primary, MEC Makgoe says Education is 
the best legacy and this is proven by a solid pri-
vate - public partnership with De Beers,  Edu-
cation Department and KST and rebuild the 94 
year old school which is the pride of the Com-
munity .
What sets the school apart is not only being six 
years away from celebrating centenary, but has 
had female principals and one male principal 
over these years. Furthermore, the Free State  
Education Head of the Department, Advocate 
Malakoane was once a learner at the school. 
School Principal ,Maryann Mnaba who ac-
knowledged that this partnership resulted into 

a dream realised over the years. 
Representing KST,  Angie Nakano said this a 
positive model that shows successful beneficial 
partnerships and serves as milestone. 

The construction work stared in 2019 and was 
in two phases, the first being the building of the 
20 classrooms, 17 ablution facilities, nutrition 
centre,media centre, library and Grade R class-
es.The second phase was the demolition of the 
old structure and provision of sports pitches 
among others. 

About 850 learners will benefit from the newly 
built facilities.

FREE STATE EDUCATION MEC, DR TATE MAKG-
OE SAYS LIKE DIAMONDS, EDUCATION IS FOR-
EVER.
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SOUTH AFRICANS SPEAK 
THROUGH THE BALLOT
On 1 November, Free State Premier, Sisi 
Ntombela joined millions of South Africans 
as they cast their vote for their local repre-
sentatives of choice. While casting 
her vote the Premier empha-
sized the importance and 
the power of a voting.

Speaking outside 
of the community 
hall in Mafahl-
aneng, Tweeling 
the Premier said, 
“I have taken it 
upon myself to 
speak through 
the ballot and I 
urge all my belov-
ed countrymen to do 
the same. This step is 
informed by a conscious-
ness and a deep seated desire 
for self-determination”. 
Democracy is nurtured and strengthened by 
its own citizens and a free and fair election 

process is of fundamental importance. 
The right to vote, as enshrined in our consti-
tution was not free. It is a right birthed from 

the blood, sweat and tears of many 
fallen heroes and heroines; 

many who did not get to 
enjoy the fruit of their 

sacrifice, a freedom 
we have been af-

forded.
Over 12 million 
South Africans 
undertook a 
critical civic 
duty, further-
more, they 

played an active 
role in strength-

ening and consol-
idating our democ-

racy. This election has 
demonstrated that we are a 

diverse and tolerant society and re-
affirms that leaders must be chosen by and 
be accountable to the people.

HEIDEDAL GETS A NEW CLINIC

The community of Opkoms at the heart of Hei-
dedal in Mangaung Metropolitan Municipality 
(MMM) can now finally use their newly built clin-
ic. 

This comes after Premier, Sisi Ntombela accompa-
nied by Health MEC, Montseng Tsiu and MMM, 
Council Speaker, Mapaseka Nkoane unveiled the 
project on 1st October. 

The Department of Health is currently embarking 
on an extensive construction and refurbishment 
programme targeting old health facilities for ei-
ther reconstruction or renovation. 

The facility boasts state of the art equipment to 
serve the community of Heidedal. 

During her unveiling speech, Premier Ntombela 

lauded the commitment shown by health workers 
at the Heidedal clinic who have worked tirelessly 
through the Covid-19 pandemic.
“I would like to extend our deepest gratitude for 
your unwavering commitment and invaluable ser-
vice to the community of Heidedal. Despite work-
ing under difficult conditions you have soldiered 
on. I salute you,” said Premier Ntombela. 

According to the Premier in addition to the ex-
isting staff, the clinic will be employing two more 
professional nurses, two assistant nurses, two se-
curity officers, one cleaner and a gardener.

Health, MEC Montsheng Tsiu added that in an 
effort to cater to the vast demand for healthcare 
services in the area government will renovate the 
old Heidedal Clinic to provide relief to surround-
ing communities. 


