
The Free State Provincial Govern-
ment has vowed to crack the whip 
on shoddy work done by certain 

RDP contractors. 
MEC for Cooperative Governance, 

Traditional Affairs and Human Settle-
ments Mosebenzi Zwane said the provin-
cial government would blacklist all con-
tractors who build shoddy houses.

“We want people who will build qual-
ity houses. We will not hire any company 

which has failed our people,” he said.
 Zwane said the department will enforce 
quality in housing construction to prevent 
contractors building low quality houses. 

“We will enforce quality in housing 
construction, in installation of municipal 
services, provision of social amenities, 
acquisition of land and creation of sites. 

These sentiments were echoed by 
Premier Ace Magashule, who said that 
the provincial government should punish 
unscrupulous contractors.

“It does not matter who you are. We 

are going to take strong action against 
contractors who fail our people,” he 
said.

During his Budget Vote in March, 
MEC Zwane said the department will 
promote innovation and alternative ways 
of construction that will promote energy 
saving.

The department has set aside R135-
million to continue with the rectification 
of pre-1994 housing stock. This amount is 
also meant to rebuild two roomed houses 
and to rectify houses with defects.

Look at 
the joy on 
her face
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The Free State Provincial Govern-
ment is planning to build bigger 
and better RDP houses for the next 

four years. 
The new RDP houses will be between 

50 and 60 sqm in size with two to three 
bedrooms, open plan kitchen, a living 
room, full bathroom with basin, a ceiling, 
and a front balcony.

“Our people deserve to live in bet-
ter human settlements. Our people need 
homes that are comfortable and safe. This 
is what we intend to do during this finan-
cial year and beyond,” Premier Magashule 
said.

In this current financial year, the pro-
vincial government has set aside R1,3-bil-
lion to build a total of 10 000 RDP units. 
Additional R 100 million has been allo-
cated for the process of building decent 
homes for Military Veterans and restitu-
tion beneficiaries. 

Premier Ace Magashule has however 
directed the provincial government to cut 
costs on unnecessary expenditure to en-
sure that more RDP houses can be built 
this year.

“We need to cut on things like catering 
to ensure that we save money for service 
delivery,” he said.

 Premier Magashule said Free State 
is the only province in the country build-
ing 50 sqm RDP houses. “We are setting 
a trend for others to follow. We want to 
change the way we do things,” Premier 
Magashule said.

Premier Magashule said communities 
must also benefit during the construction 
of RDP houses.  He said communities will 
be organised into construction coopera-
tives to build RDP houses.

The cooperatives will consist of 
skilled and semi skilled people from the 
area where houses will be built. Commu-

nity based builders, plumbers, electricians 
and bricklayers will be employed to build 
houses.

Premier Magashule said the provincial 
government would prioritise old people as 
beneficiaries for new RDP houses. “We do 
not want our people to die before we can 
build decent houses for them,” Premier 
Magashule said.

MEC for Cooperative Governance, 
Traditional Affairs and Human Settle-
ments Mosebenzi Zwane said the prov-
ince is committed to addressing the hous-
ing backlog, which currently stands at 200 
000.   He said the 10 000 housing units 
planned for this year will reduce the back-
log of people living in informal settle-
ments.

In line with government’s commitment 
to provide decent accommodation closer 
to places of work, MEC Zwane said his 
department will in partnership with the 
private sector and the Housing Develop-
ment Agency explore different ways and 
means to provide mixed housing options. 

“We were able to pilot and display 
better and different typologies such as de-
signs and plans of houses in various towns. 
Our aim is to move away from the drab 
of Reconstruction and Development Pro-
gramme (RDP) uniformity,” he added. 

Improvement in this area of work, he 
said, included exploring alternative build-
ing methods, using mass based approach 
in construction to create jobs and develop 
skills. 

He said the department had also ex-
plored the use of alternative building 
materials in housing delivery, in selected 
towns. 

These options, he added will include 
rental units closer to places of employ-
ment in Bloemfontein, Bethlehem, Sasol-
burg and Welkom as pilot projects.  
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HANDS ON: Premier Magashule placing building blocks to an RDP house.

MEC Mosebenzi Zwane. 

SENNE BOGATSU

The Free State Provincial Government will build 
houses with a difference, reports Senne Bogatsu
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SENNE BOGATSU

Never in her life did she imagine 
walking down the passage to her 
spacious bedroom. Here, she en-

ters her ‘palace’. 
“Motho o tlamehile a phele tjena! 

Jwale ena ke ntlo. Le sebeditse bana 
ba ka. Modimo a le etse hantle, a le fe 
matla le sebetse, le sebeletse setjhaba,” 
she said. With tears in her eyes, Nkgono 
walks from one room to another – the 
kitchen, lounge, down the corridor are 

two bedrooms on the right, a well lit and 
spacious bathroom on the left, and last, 
her bedroom, the large main bedroom. 
This is unheard of in the language of 
government housing.

Nkgono Morongwe, 96, has just 
been handed the house by Premier Ace 
Magashule, demonstrating his determi-
nation and commitment to building bet-
ter, bigger and individualised houses. 

This 60m² house with 3 large bed-
rooms, different design, an open plan 
kitchen and lounge, and a complete 
bathroom, is a first of its kind and the 
first decent house that Nkgono Moron-
gwe has had. 

The family has lived in this house for 
as long as they can remember, close to 
50 years they said. All the children were 
born here, some married in this house, 
and moved to their own houses in vari-
ous sections of Thaba Nchu. Never did 

they imagine that they could have a de-
cent home of their own with a kitchen 
and a bathroom! Commenting on the 
bath, Nkgono’s obviously overjoyed 
daughter exclaimed in wonder, “Bata 
ena ha se ena e motopo, ke e tshwane-
tseng rona ba dihips! Le mong’a yona 
o rata ho tola… joo o sa tla tola ha raro 
ka letsatsi!” 

Their old house comprised of one-
room divided by furniture and curtains 
into two rooms; a bedroom and living 
room, which doubled as a kitchen. This 
house is one of the first generation of 
houses built when Thaba Nchu was es-
tablished. Nkgono Morongwe moved in 
here as a young newly wed woman.

 Here she raised her family of four 
daughters and three sons. They now 
have their own children and live in their 
own homes. 

Moipone, Nkgono’s daughter and 
a domestic worker in Bloemfontein 
exclaims, “E ka re ke ditoro! Le gona 
jaanong ga ke dumele!” 

Moipone recalls how difficult it was 
to share this small house with seven 
siblings. “We all just squeezed in and 
hoped that one day we will have a big-
ger home. I even dreamt of my own 
bedroom! As we grew older and started 
working we hoped to build our parents a 
house however it was difficult. 

Even now, I have not been able to 
build myself a house. I still live in a 
shack with my six children – same ex-
perience!  With R800 a month, I have 
no chance of being able to build a house 
for myself. I have also applied for a state 
subsidised house,” she said with hope.

“This government is indeed work-
ing. Mme fa e le Hlasela yona, ke e bone 
kajeko!” exclaims Thakane.

As we shoot photos of Nkgono at 
her old house, she shows me how the 
cracks let in light during the day, and 

TEARS OF JOY

TEARS OF JOY: Nkgono Morongwe reacting after she was handed the keys to her new home by Premier Magashule.

THE OLD: Nkgono Morongwe outside her old house. 

THE NEW: Nkgono Morongwe outside her new home.

Motho o tlamehile a phele tjena! 

Jwale ena ke ntlo. Le sebeditse 

bana ba ka. Modimo a le etse 

hantle, a le fe matla le sebetse, le 

sebeletse setjhaba

biting cold air in winter and water dur-
ing raining seasons. She shows me her 
makeshift bedroom and furniture that 
used to be exposed to rain and a floor 
that is clearly uncomfortable to walk on. 
This has been her life for years. 

As we walked out of her old house, 

Nkgono closes the door and takes one 
last look with a meaningful expression. 
It was like she closed a chapter in her 
life and left it behind her.

She smiles while looking at her new 
home as she walks across to start a bet-
ter chapter!
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ZUMA MEETS PREMIERS 
OVER HOUSING CHALLENGES

WINDS OF CHANGE: This is one of the new RDP designs which were piloted last year. This house represents a move 
away from the drab of RDP uniformity of the past. Features of the new house include three spacious bedrooms, a open 
plan kitchen, a living room, a full bathroom with basin, a ceiling, solar panel and a front balcony. 

Challenges around housing de-
livery and building sustainable 
human settlements dominated 

a special forum with President Jacob 
Zuma, Premiers and MECs in May. 

The President told the gathering, of 
which included several cabinet minis-
ters and the leadership of South African 
Local Government Association, that the 
focus on human settlements is a key na-
tional priority and has to undo the apart-
heid legacy.

According to Zuma, the concept of 
human settlements should not only be 
just about building houses, but restor-
ing human dignity as well. He said in-
vestment in human settlements was an 
investment in the future.

“Habitable and decent settlements 
promote human dignity and the stability 
of our communities.” 

Zuma, who also paid a surprised visit 
to Sweetwaters, south of Johannesburg 
on Monday, said he was shocked at what 
he found.
He said “there was nothing sweet about 

Sweetwaters”, which has been a home to 
many in the last 40 years, as there were 
no proper sanitation facilities and elec-
tricity.

The President said government 
should prioritise places like Sweetwa-
ters, adding that he wanted answers 
from both the provincial and national 
governments. 

He said situations like that of Sweet-
waters prove that government should 
change the way it has been operating for 
the past 15 years.

Zuma said government needs to be 
quicker, smarter, use money wisely and 
prioritise on services that would better 
the lives of the ordinary citizens. 

About 220 000 housing units had 
been built by government in the last fi-
nancial year.

Nevertheless, the housing backlog is 
about 2.1 million units, which accounted 
for about 12 million South Africans that 
were still in need of better shelter. 

Informal settlements have ballooned 
to over 2 700, while the number of hous-

es that needed electricity stood at three 
million. 

Zuma said the backlog does not seem 
to decrease since there is an increasing 
number of informal settlements mush-
rooming every where. 

He noted that some people, who re-
ceived houses, rented them out and re-
turned to the informal settlements. 

“We therefore end up chasing a mov-
ing target,” said Zuma, adding that com-
munities needed to play their part by us-
ing the services provided by government 
responsible.

The forum would examine the hu-
man settlements delivery agreement and 
discuss solutions to problems that affect 
delivery.

Zuma said government would then 
put in place programmes that would re-
store the dignity of the people.

“All the programmes we are putting 
in place must ensure that working with 
the people, we undo this legacy [apart-
heid] and restore their dignity, self-es-
teem and pride.” - Bua News

R16BN FOR 
LOW-COST 
HOUSING

The South African Government is to 
spend R16-billion on building new 
houses and human settlements for 

the poor in the next financial year.
“The bulk of this funding will go to 

the provision of housing subsidies to the 
bottom-most end of the market - the poor-
est of the poor, who earn between R0 and 
R3 500 a month,” said Human Settlements 
Minister Tokyo Sexwale in his Budget 
Vote speech to Parliament on Wednesday, 
21 April 2010. 

A large percentage of this is allocated 
to provinces in the form of Housing De-
velopment grants. 

The Minister pointed out that there 
are currently 8 000 human settlements 
projects underway across the country, and 
that 219 000 housing units had been built 
by Government in the last financial year. 
Irrespective of what skeptics may said, 
the record of this government on hous-
ing delivery speaks for itself. Since 1994, 
more than 2.3 million housing units have 
been made available for nearly 11-million 
people. The scale of government housing 
delivery is second only to China.

Minister Sexwale met with the finan-
cial sector earlier this week to discuss 
ways of increasing funding to both the 
low-cost and affordable housing markets, 
which could increase the number of hous-
es built by government and private sector.
At that meeting, the Banking Association 
of South Africa cited the fact that the suc-
cess of government’s low-cost housing 
programme was “unparalleled”. 

In his speech, Minister Sexwale gave 
further details of his meeting with the 
banks, saying: “We came away satisfied at 
the positive outcomes, and agreed to form 
a joint working team to look into various 
aspects of housing finance notably how to 
generate innovative ideas around the R1-
bn Government Guarantee Fund that is be-
ing set up to assist the “gap market”. 

Those who stand to benefit from such 
a financial platform include inter alia 
nurses, teachers, police, prison warders, 
government officials, certain categories of 
management, and blue collar factory and 
office workers. 

It is emphasized to the institutions that 
in putting the floor under their operations 
in this gap market, financial prudency 
should remain paramount. In no way can 
there be recklessness in lending practices 
which may lead to flippant calls upon the 
Guarantee Fund. 

Sexwale also advised potential ben-
eficiaries of the Fund to “exercise re-
sponsibility” by adhering to the terms 
and conditions of their credit agreements. 
The Minister also pointed out that he had 
raised concerns with the financial insti-
tutions over their compliance with the 
Home Loans and Mortgage Disclosure 
Act (HLAMDA), which requires banks to 
report on their lending patterns.

Finally the minister said the Ministry 
will play an activist role in monitoring this 
activity by the banks, in the interests of 
regulating the homeowners’ property mar-
ket, whilst being alive to the complexity 
and sensitivity of the operations of finan-
cial institutions. - Bua News
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CHINESE INVESTORS 
EYEING FREE STATE

A number of Chinese companies 
have expressed interest to invest 
in the Free State. This follows 

a two-week long visit by Premier Ace 
Magashule to the People’s Republic of 
China. 

Potential investments include a Tile 
Factory, Solar Water Heaters Equipment 
Factory, Furniture Production Factory, 
Rubber Factory, Agro-Processing Plants, 
Light Industries Manufacturing Plants, 
and Agricultural beneficiation.

Premier Magashule led a high-pow-
ered delegation including Members of 
the Executive Council and local business 
people to various Provinces in China.   
The Premier of the Free State was ac-
companied by MEC for Economic De-
velopment, Tourism and Environmental 
Affairs Mxolisi Dukwana, MEC for Pub-
lic Works and Rural Development Fezi 
Ngubentombi and MEC for Agriculture 
Mamiki Qabathe.

The business delegation was led by 
Blacky Seoe, the chairman of the Free 
State Development Corporation (FDC).

The Premier and his delegation met 
with various investors in Guangdong, 
Jiangsu, Anhui, Jiangxi, and Shaanxi to 
showcase the investment potential of the 
Free State province.

Following an invitation by Premier 

Magashule, a number of Chinese inves-
tors committed to visit the Free State to 
explore business opportunities. An agree-
ment was reached for the exchange of 
experts in the area of agro-processing as 
well as mining and construction. 

The Premier and his delegation also 
visited two leading Chinese ICT compa-
nies, Huawei and ZTE, both based in the 
City of Shenzhen, to study ICT network 
technologies offered by both companies.  

Both companies expressed an interest 
to assist the Free State Provincial Gov-
ernment to develop the ICT sector in the 
province.

Based on the interest shown by Chi-
nese investors in the Free State, it was 
agreed that the Free State Provincial Gov-
ernment should set up a Trade and Invest-
ment Representative Office in Guangdong 
Province to promote investment.

Speaking on his return to South Africa, 
Premier Magashule said: “The Chinese 
people are willing to do business with 
South Africa. They have confidence in our 
country. 

What we need to do as government 
is to ensure that we create the conditions 
for business to flourish. We need to ensure 
that we invest in bulk infrastructure. We 
need to support our business sector much 
more”.

STRATEGISING: Premier Magashule having a meeting with Chinese investors.

FIRM HAND: Premier Magashule shaking hands with Wei Xiaoming, Deputy Mayor of Hefei City. 

Premier Magashule hailed the Chinese’s 
willingness to build economic partner-
ships with the Free State Province.     

The Premier said the visit to China 
was an eye-opener and the entire delega-
tion had learned so many lessons from 
the Chinese. This includes the establish-
ment of development zones, agri-villages, 
public-private partnership models, sound 
long-term town planning, and greening of 
cities.“Our visit was highly successful in 
setting out and accomplishing the key ob-
jectives that we had set out to achieve,” 
Premier Magashule said.

The Free State Province’s cooperation 
with the Chinese government has already 

yielded positive results. 
A multi-million rand fish hatchery is cur-
rently being constructed in Gariep Dam 
with the support of the Chinese govern-
ment.  The Chinese government has in-
jected more than R45 million into the 
project and will give R15 million each 
year for the next three years.

The hatchery will also be used to ad-
vance research and will provide a facility 
where agricultural scientists, technicians 
and farmers will test methodologies. It is 
expected to be completed in 2011.

The project has created more than 100 
employment opportunities for local peo-
ple during the construction phase.

The cooperation of the Free State Province with 
the Chinese government has already yielded 
positive results, reports Wisani Ngobeni
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and largely technological.  

Full utilisation of the existing institu-
tions
The Premier and the delegation were ex-
posed to the high level of integrated plan-
ning that the Chinese government has. In 
their planning processes they have been 
able to utilise all the resources at their 
disposal. 

Accordingly, the Free State Provincial 
Government should do the same and uti-
lise the resources such as the University 

of the Free State, which was noted that it 
had the largest department of agriculture 
within the Faculty of Natural Sciences. 

Sound long-term planning
The Chinese Programme of Action is 
largely based on sound long-term plans. 
The plans allowed for better budgeting of 
state funds for development programmes 
and sufficient time to attract Foreign Di-
rect Investments (FDI).  

Research and development
During the discussions it became evident 
that manufacturing without a strong Re-
search and Development (R&D) basis 
was not sustainable. The FS government 
through the National Department of 
Higher Education needed to work close-
ly with the tertiary institutions to build a 
strong R&D base for the key industries 
of the province. It was noted that the Chi-

CHINA: AN EYE OPENER
Premier Ace Magashule 
and his delegation learnt 
so much from the trip 
to China, reports Alec 
Moemi 

Agri-Villages
The Premier and his delegation visited a 
small settlement which has been turned 
into an agri-village. The Premier toured 
the agri-village and noted the model of 
the Chinese was to empower the agri-vil-
lage with basic technology, basic infra-
structure, residential cum business space, 
basic amenities and access to govern-
ment. Of importance was that the agri-
village was designed with centrality of 
communal life in mind. This philosophy 
encourages community inter-dependence 
and self-sufficiency. This in turn encour-
ages cooperatives being formed in these 
villages. 

The model of the agri-villages is 
based on the notion of encouraging small 
scale farmers in an area to adopt one or 
two crops and all of them to farm on that 
crop. In this regard, expertise of the ex-
tension officers and technical support is 
not stretched as all farmers have the same 
crop. The farmers can also support each 
other and collectively fetch better pric-
es on the market by collectively selling 
their products.  The basic infrastructure 
provided in the agri-village is intended to 
ensure that the produce reach the market 
with ease and in good condition. 

Development zones
All over the cities of China, development 
practice was based on the division of the 
city into different development zones, 
with each zone focusing on different as-
pects that the city needs to develop fur-
ther. Most of these development zones 
are totally pre-planned and an entity is 
registered to administer the zone. The 
level of the entity, whether it be a munic-
ipal or provincial or national government 
level entity is determined by the size, 
value of investment and importance of 
the zone. Most of these zones are not just 
industrial areas, they are residential and 
environmentally conscious parks geared 
at making city living to co-exist with in-
dustrial development within the concept 
of integrated human settlement. 

Infrastructure development and so-
cial services are provided by the state to 
ensure the success of the zone. Housing, 
hospitals, schools, universities, public 
open spaces, greening, integrated pub-
lic transport, linkages with other zones, 
etc. are all provided by the state. The 
administering agency then attracts lo-
cal and major international investment. 
The top 500 global companies are tar-
geted in the main for investment based 
on the nature of the zone and its focus. 
The Chinese companies within the zone 
are given preference and supported to 
succeed within the zone. The zones in re-
turn transform the cities that they are lo-
cated in and are largely self-sustainable. 
The Chinese government makes these 
investments for the future. The zones 
then increase the tax and revenue base 
of the cities and ensure a greater increase 
in contribution to GDP and GGP. This 
model is economically sustainable as 
the Chinese Development Zones largely 
focus on high end value added products 

HERITAGE: The Terracotta Army were discovered in 1974 by local farmers near 
Xi’an, Shaanxi province. The Chinese build and preserve their monuments.

CHAIRMEN: Premier Magashule accepts a gift from the Chairman of the 
Communist Party of Anhui Province.

nese government had heavily invested in 
the R&D institutions and yielded critical 
research for both industrial and social 
development.

Public private partnerships
The support that the business commu-
nity enjoyed from the provincial govern-
ments. The major companies that invest 
abroad are actually state or state aided 
enterprises, established for the very pur-
pose of exploiting opportunities glob-
ally. 

The support was largely through the 
creation of venture enterprises by invest-
ing provincial government funding and 
supporting these politically to access for-
eign markets and do business. The Public 
Private Partnership models is politically 
led and the provincial governments es-
tablish companies in areas and economic 
fields where they have political relations 
and agreements have been put in place 
with foreign provinces. 

Monuments
During this visit the Premier and delega-
tion were taken to various tourism prod-
ucts and monuments of Chinese national 
significance and also of international 
significance. The Chinese build and pre-
serve their monuments. They build and 
plan for the future. These monuments 
in return reward China’s investment in 
them in that they attract more and more 
visitors each year. None of China’s World 
Heritage Sites ever lose their status and 
are maintained properly to ensure that 
they continuously attract seasoned inter-
national tourists and travellers. Most of 
these monuments are self-financing. 

In most instances infrastructure de-
velopment is made to enhance these 
monuments, whether be more wide 
roads to reach the monuments with ease, 
better trained guides (who speak various 
languages of the key nations that tours 
the world a lot including Japanese, Ger-
mans, British and the Americans), 5-star 
hotels, curio shops, catering to diverse 
cuisine preferences, etc. 

Empowered society
Clearly, the Chinese community and 
people are empowered citizens with their 
government policies geared towards citi-
zen empowerment rather than focused 
on welfare. For the Free State Province 
this is an important lesson that will en-
able policies to move away from the 
current welfarist approach of the gov-
ernment and move towards citizen em-
powerment that will restore community 
ownership of projects and human dignity 
of citizens. Some of the programmes run 
by the Chinese government on welfare 
expected labour in exchange for social 
support. 

Greening of cities
The Chinese government was engaged in 
a strong campaign to green its cities. All 
cities were greened and the plants well 
taken care of. 

This was noted as a mainstay of mak-
ing sure that the Chinese cities were not 
just concrete jungles but habitable zones 
for humans and aesthetically pleasing to 
the eye. This further improved air qual-
ity for the citizens living in this big in-
dustrialised area and absorbed the bulk 
of the dust from the Gobi desert in the 
North of China.

The Chinese community and 

people are empowered citizens 

with their government policies 

geared towards citizen empow-

erment than a focus on welfare. 
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Morake Kabi is a 15-year old 
from Sediti High School.  She 
lives in a village in Thaba 

Nchu.  Her school is about 12 km away 
from school.  For years, she had to travel 
long distance from home to school in ad-
verse conditions. 

She represents many children in the 
province who, through various circum-
stances, have been disadvantaged from 
going to school everyday. Many of them 
used to travel long distances to and from 
school on foot. Her parents did not know 
where they would find money to buy a 

bicycle for her.  But with the help of gov-
ernment she and many children will be 
able to ride to school faster.

To date government has provided over 
200 bicycles to children whose families 
have no form of income to buy for their 
children. This year over 2000 bicycles 
will be given to learners.

At Sediti Primary School educators 
and learners alike were all excited to get 
bicycles for learners. They were so new 
that seats and wheels were still covered 
in plastic.  One of them was weaving his 
bike through his peers in jubilation.

 “It means so much for children riding 
their bikes to a spaza shop to buy bread 

for their siblings or to a school to learn. 
I’m just so happy for them.” said Mr. R.K 
Kwababa, a principal at Sediti Primary 
school in Thaba Nchu. For these chil-
dren, this kind of assistance is beneficial 
because it ensures that they whiz around 
on new bicycles to school to be educat-
ed and to grow to become responsible 
citizens.“Look at the joy on that face. 
You can’t take that away”, the principal 
at the school said, as he looked at learners 
enjoying their bicycles.

 “I wish I had had a new bicycle when 
I was really young,” said one parent who 
was at the school at the time. “My son 
always wanted to own one, but I could 

not afford”.
MEC for Education Tate Makgoe 

added that the primary goal of Operation 
Hlasela was to help provide assistance to 
children who are at high risk due to ex-
treme hardship and poverty. 

“It is our efforts as government to pre-
vent our children from leaving schools to 
living on the streets for basic survival,” 
he said. If it weren’t for bicycles from 
government, these kids wouldn’t have 
had any means to come to school.

This is government’s first launch of 
Operation Hlasela; providing bicycles for 
disadvantaged children in the Botshabelo 
and Thaba Nchu. 

JOSEPH MOTLHASEDI

ALL SMILES: Premier Magashule and MEC for Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation Mr. Dan Kgothule share a lighter moment with learners.

“LOOK AT THE JOY ON HER FACE”

The fight against crime will receive 
a major boost over the next three 
years with a 10 percent increase in 

the number of police planned.
Tabling the department’s Budget Vote 

in the National Council of Provinces 
on Wednesday, Police Minister Nathi 
Mthethwa said the appointment of new 
trainees over the medium term is planned 
to total 17 539, comprising 6 144 in 
2010/2011, 6 648 in 2011/2012 and 4 747 
in 2010/2013.

He said the South African Police Ser-
vice (SAPS) intends recruiting the right 
calibre of police officers. “We want to 
place stringent conditions, with the em-
phasis on attracting the most talented 

South Africans.”
Other steps taken in the fight against 

crime include the transformation of police 
ranks. Mthethwa said this was done to en-
sure clear lines of command and control 
as well as instilling a sense of discipline 
among police officers.
While the minister acknowledged that 
a change in ranks will not automatically 
lead to a dramatic decline in crime, he said 
it was part of a bigger approach in trans-
forming the SAPS, with the emphasis on 
enforcing the highest form of discipline 
within the police. Improving safety and 
security in rural communities was also 
high on the agenda of the SAPS.

To achieve this, service delivery at 

local station levels would be improved, 
Mthethwa added.Police visibility in rural 
areas and police response time would also 
be improved and increased. 

Mthethwa said police also wanted to 
enhance the relationships between them-
selves, farming communities and extend-
ed rural communities.

“To ensure full participation in this 
plan, we have engaged a number of stake-
holders including both farmer and farm 
worker organisations. We now need to 
extend this engagement to include rural 
communities more generally, including 
traditional leaders and communities not 
situated on farms,” he said. 

On the issue of the 2010 FIFA World 

Cup, Mthethwa said the SAPS were ade-
quately prepared for the soccer spectacle.

“Our readiness ranges from personnel 
to state-of-the-art equipment, ICT [infor-
mation and communication technology] 
and co-operation with the security agen-
cies from the 31 participating countries,” 
he said.

Mthethwa said earlier this year South 
Africa’s comprehensive security plan was 
presented to all police chiefs from the par-
ticipating nations during a meeting in Zur-
ich, Switzerland.

“The police chiefs brought with them 
their security experts and the plan was 
given a resounding approval,” he said. - 
BUA News

POLICE NUMBERS TO INCREASE BY 10%
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Premier Ace Magashule has urged communities to work together with the 
provincial government to fight poverty and solve service delivery chal-
lenges.

Addressing more than 5000 people in Kutlwanong township near Welkom 
on May 22, Premier Magashule said the provincial government is fully 
aware of the plight of poor communities and is working hard to ad-
dress them.

“As government we are committed to working with our people 
to address their concerns. We know that our people have genuine 
concerns about service delivery and we are working very hard to 
speed up things,” Premier Magashule said. 

Premier Magashule told the people of Kutlwanong that 
the provincial government intends to build 1000 houses in 
the area. “Initially we had planned to build 500 houses here. 
We have increased that number to 1000,” Premier Magashule 
said to the cheering crowd.

The Premier said most of the beneficiaries of the houses 
would be people whose houses are currently in a 
bad state.  While at Kutlwanong, Premier Ma-
gashule handed cheques worth over R3-
million to old people as part the govern-
ment’s land restitution programme.

He said the people of Free State de-
served to be treated with dignity. How-
ever, he warned residents that the pro-
vincial government will not condone the 
violence that sometimes accompanies 
protect marches.

“We will confront those people 
who are hell bent to destabilising 
our communities. 

We are aware there are 
people who use the plight of 
our people to further their 
own criminal intentions 
through these protest 
marches,” Premier 
Magashule said.

He said the Free 
State provincial 
government has 
a plan to ad-
dress service 
d e l i v e r y 
chal lenges 

OPERATION HLASELA 
IN FULL SWING

ZUMA OUTLINES GOVT’S ACHIEVEMENTS
President Jacob Zuma said govern-

ment has achieved a lot in the past 
year and his administration is still 

on track in its commitment to fast-track 
service delivery. 

Speaking during a reply to questions 
from Members of Parliament recently, 
Zuma said several achievements have 
been recorded in the areas of health and 
education since his administration took 
over office more than a year ago. 

“We are continuing with the cam-
paign to improve the delivery of basic 
education. 

There are some areas of education 
which we want to focus on more. A key 
example is sports development, especial-
ly given the legacy of the Soccer World 
Cup. 

We want each school to offer at least 
two or more sporting codes,” he said. 
Zuma said government was working to 
eradicate the division between rural and 
urban schools. 

The Departments of Basic Education, 

Rural Development and Land Reform, 
Public Works, Water Affairs, and Trans-
port are working together to improve 
conditions at rural schools.

 Inroads were also made with regard 
to higher education with more than 17 
000 artisans registered by Sectoral Edu-
cation and Training Authorities last year 
alone. 

Zuma said more than 100 000 workers 
completed training in scarce and critical 
skills through learnerships, apprentice-
ships and other learning programmes. 

He said government has also been 
working to strengthen local government 
and that a review of legislation impacting 
on local government as part of revitalis-
ing it was underway. 

In December 2009, Cabinet approved 
the local government turnaround strategy, 
a roadmap for municipalities. 

Every municipality in the country 
must now develop its own specific turn-
around strategies and implementation 
plans, Zuma said. 

The Local Government Training Acad-
emy will be revived to ensure new coun-
cilors, who come in after the 2011 local 
government elections, are better prepared 
to discharge their responsibilities effec-
tively. The academy will also assist in re-
training municipal employees.

Zuma mentioned that government has 
established the Department of Traditional 
Affairs as a bid to “harmonise” working 
relations between traditional authorities 
and local government structures. 

“In this regard, we have directed the 
Department of Cooperative Governance 
and Traditional Affairs to arrange a Sum-
mit between traditional leaders and mu-
nicipal structures,” he said. 

Turning his focus on health, Zuma 
singled out disease prevention and treat-
ment programmes as among the achieve-
ments in his government’s efforts to im-
prove the country’s health system. 

The Department of Health recently 
embarked on a national measles and po-
lio vaccination campaign. The intention 

is to immunise 15 million children be-
tween the ages of six months and fifteen 
years against measles and to vaccinate 
five million children under five years of 
age against polio. 

Zuma said government has also de-
veloped clear strategies in each province 
to strengthen the country’s anti-tubercu-
losis programme. 

“We also began the implementation 
of the new HIV and AIDS treatment and 
prevention guidelines last month. 

This includes, among other things, 
the provision of anti-retroviral treatment 
to pregnant women with a CD4 count of 
350 or less, and to people co-infected 
with TB and HIV at a CD4 count of 350 
or less.”

HIV positive pregnant women are 
now receiving dual therapy from 14 
weeks of pregnancy, and not 28 weeks as 
was previously the case. 

The treatment of HIV and AIDS and 
TB are also being integrated, and will be 
treated under one roof.  - BUA News

facing communities. 
“We are making genuine efforts to provide basic ser-

vices to our people,” he said, adding that the provincial 
government will continue to interact directly with the 
people.

 Since the start of this year, Premier Magashule and 
members of the Executive Council have visited several 

areas as part of the provincial government flagship 
programme, Operation Hlasela.

Areas visited include Thaba Nchu, Botsha-
belo, Ondedaalsrus, Harrismith and Qwaqwa. 

The provincial government is planning to 
build 1000 RDP houses in each of these 

areas and will also spend millions of 
rands paving roads, refurbishing 

schools and clinics.
“We are working very hard 

to correct some of the short-
comings in service deliv-
ery. We must ensure that 
we respond quickly to the 

concerns of our people,” 
Premier Magashule 

said.
During Op-

eration Hlasela, 
the Premier 
also urged 
counci l lo rs 
to investigate 
and act quick-
ly to address 

grievances of 
communities. 

He said commu-
nity members must 

report government offi-
cials who demand to be paid a 

bribe in exchange of providing a 
service.

“You do not have to pay a bribe 
to get government services. You de-
serve a government that cares about 
your needs and that is what your gov-
ernment must offer,” he said.

WISANI NGOBENI
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HLASELA Editorial
Welcome to the first edition of Hlasela 

News, the official newsletter for the 
Free State provincial government. 

This edition represents an important mile-
stone for us in the Free State provincial govern-
ment.

We have put together this publication be-
cause we recognize the importance of ensuring 
that our people have access information. With-
out information there can be no popular partici-
pation of the masses in the government. 

We are also mindful of the fact that with-
out the means to access to information and the 
ability to communicate with their government, 
citizens become hapless observers, failing to 
contribute meaningfully in the development of 
their lives.

An uninformed citizenry has the ability to 
undermine the objectives of the government 
to transform society. This is the reason why as 
government we believe sincerely that the birth 
of this newspaper is a special moment. 

Hlasela News belongs to the people of Free 
State. Its core mandate will be to consistently 
ensure that the people of Free State have access 
to information on programmes, policies and 
economic opportunities so that they can active-
ly participate in the transformation agenda for a 
better life for all.

Hlasela News is a platform through which the 
provincial government and the public would en-
gage on issues of service delivery. We will make 
considerable amount of space in this newspaper 
for direct engagement with communities. 

Hlasela News will position itself as a “Melt-
ing Pot”, bringing academics, opinion-makers, 
non-governmental and community-based or-
ganizations to share their thoughts about ser-
vice delivery challenges. This will in turn help to 
build a shared vision for our province and the 
country. 

Hlasela News will dip into every corner of 
the province and explore its endless offerings.  
We know that the success of this publication 
will lie in its ability to remain in touch with the 
communities. 

This means that there has to be community 
participation in the production of information 
of this publication, making communication cen-
tral to development.  We move from the premise 
that the story of the Free State has to be told by 
its citizens.

And there are many stories to tell about the 
Free State. In this edition, we reveal plans by 
the Free State provincial government to build 
bigger and better houses for the people of the 
province.

This is a significant move because our peo-
ple have been crying out for better houses.  Our 
people deserve to know that the government 
does indeed listen and respond to their aspira-
tions.

Also very critical is the fact that although the 
provincial government has budgeted for 10 000 
housing units, efforts are being made to build an 
extra 10 000. This is good news for many of our 
people who have been on the housing waiting 
list for many years.

We hope that this maiden edition of Hlasela 
News is a great start in the journey to tell the 
true Free State story. We hope you will enjoy 
reading this newspaper and we welcome your 
views on how we can improve it.

In less than a month South Af-
rica will host the first African 
World Cup.  Well over 300 000 

visitors are expected to descend on 
our shores to witness the month-
long spectacle. 

Free State province is ready for 
the tournament. We are excited to 
be launching this newsletter dur-
ing this historic moment.  We are 
thrilled that this very first edition 
of Hlasela News coincides with the 
biggest soccer show on Earth.

Like all Free Staters, we are 
looking forward to the kick-off on 
June 11. The pages of this maiden 
edition of Hlasela News are filled 
with stories relating to the 2010 
soccer extravaganza.

It is not difficult to figure out 
why this is so. The excitement 
around the World Cup is in the 
air.  The demand for tickets for the 

soccer showpiece has been over-
whelming. 

Most of the mouth-watering 
matches have been sold out. There 
are many of us who were not lucky 
enough to get our hands on one of 
the elusive match tickets. But there 
is no need to despair. 

FIFA has a plan for us. Every 
host city, including our very own 
Mangaung Municipality, has set 
up Fan Fests, where soccer lovers 
will be able to watch their favourite 
teams compete.  

Through these Fan Fests we 
will be able to experience this big-
gest soccer extravaganza in Africa. 
The Fan Fest venues will be open 
on all match-playing days and en-
trance will be free. Getting to the 
FIFA Fan Fest will be easy.

In the Free State, the Fan Fest 
will be located at the Mangaung 
Outdoor Sports Centre in the town-
ship of Rocklands, just 15 minutes 

from Bloemfontein city centre.
With both seating and standing 

options, fans will be able to view 
all the games on the 50sqm screen, 
with entertainment between games. 
Fans will be in for a feast. 

Within the venue, five-a-side 
football pitches will be available. 
Ample parking spaces will be 
available within walking distance 
of the Fan Fest.

All eyes will be on South Af-
rica and our team Bafana Bafana. 
We sincerely hope that our boys 
will make us proud on the field of 
play. Let us show the world what 
it means to be South African.  Free 
Staters are well known for being 
the most passionate soccer lovers. 
Fly the Flag and wear your football 
shirts.  Drape your cars, homes and 
offices with the national flag and 
make this World Cup, the very first 
in Africa, the best ever. 

Let the games begin!

BEHIND BAFANA BAFANA: Mpule Nkaelang, a grade 9 learner created this artwork in support of Bafana 
Bafana as they prepare for the 2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup.

WISANI NGOBENI
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When 24-year-old Mphafi Ma-
mapepe lost her job as a fa-
cilitator last year, her biggest 

fear became a reality. 
While she was uncertain of what lay 

ahead, her determination to support her 
one year old son and her family set her 
on a different path. 

Today Mamapepe is one of hundreds 
of beneficiaries of government’s Train-
ing of the Unemployed Project which 
aims to minimise the negative effects 
of the recession, Edwin Tshivhidzo re-
ports.

The Department of Labour launched 
the Training of the Unemployed Project 
early this year and one of its objectives 
is to train and re-skill South African 
workers who were retrenched as a result 
of the global economic recession.

South Africa’s unemployment rate 
rose to 25.2 percent in the first quarter of 
2010, according to the Quarterly Labour 
Force Survey (QLFS) released by Statis-
tics South Africa (Stats SA) last week.

Close to one million jobs have been 
lost so far.

The Project currently trains Gauteng 
electricians, boiler-makers, welders and 
mechanics to be employable and to start 
their own businesses. 

So far, more than 750 trainees have 
registered for the project.

Department of Labour spokesperson, 
Muzi Mkhwanazi, said the department 
with other stakeholders, are currently 
looking at the possibility of rolling out 
the project to other provinces.

“People who are currently on train-
ing were drawn from the Unemployment 
Insurance Fund (UIF) database and once 
they have completed the training, anoth-
er group will be called in,” Mkhwanazi 
said.

Mkhwanazi said while the project 
was earmarked for UIF beneficiaries, 
those who are not, also qualify.

He added that the department would 
also assist with placement once the train-
ees had completed their training.

Mamapepe, formally from Qwaqwa 
in the Free State, said she had been giv-
en a second chance. 

She was employed by the Education 
with Enterprise Trust (Ewert), an NGO 
working with schools in the Free State 
as a facilitator.

Now, she is training as a boiler-
marker at the Sam Andrew Johan Train-
ing Institute (SAJ) in Wadeville, near 
Johannesburg.

While boiler-making is dominated 
by men, Mamapepe told BuaNews that 
she had been fascinated by the industry 
since childhood. 

“While this job is mostly done by 

men, I am determined to prove that even 
though I am a woman, I can do what 
men can do,” she said.

Mamapepe admits that boiler-mak-
ing is demanding and hard work, but 
said she is determined to make a mark in 
the male-dominated trade.

Asked where she sees herself in five 
years, she said: “I would love to see my-
self being a Drafter.” 

According to the Department of La-
bour, the aim is to train as many South 
Africans as possible.

The department said qualifications 
the trainees obtain at the end of their 
course met qualification requirements 
of the Manufacturing, Engineering and 
Related Services Education and Train-
ing Authority.

Patrick Sekgobela, 26, from Phal-
aborwa in Limpopo, who now trains as a 
boiler-maker, was previously employed 
at Hydro Sebenza in Boksburg where he 

worked as a semi-skilled boilermaker.
Sekgobela said he is optimistic that 

once the training is complete in June, he 
will have a good job.

“Now I’m going to face the world 
with confidence with the right qualifi-
cations. Hopefully one day, I will own 
my own company,” he said with excite-
ment.

The UIF and other government en-
tities contributed almost R50 million to 
train the candidates. 

All those in the project are paid a 
stipend of R2100 a month. UIF benefi-
ciaries get their UIF benefits as well as 
the stipend.

Mark Johaar, 32, who lost his job in 
2005 and is a trainee at the Sam Andrew 
Johan Training Institute, sees himself 
as an employer upon completion of the 
training as welder.

“I want to start my own company 
and employ many people to help me,” 
he said. 

“When I lost my job, I did not know 
what to do, I was just frustrated,” he 
said. And now, Johaar said he is optimis-
tic about the future.

Since its launch in March, the project 
has seen 426 UIF beneficiaries and non-
beneficiaries receive training in an effort 
to improve their skills in various trades. 
- BUA News

Premier Ace Magashule has urged 
youth to take nursing as a profes-
sion recently when he reopened 

Thaba Nchu Nursing College. 
Addressing the new student nurses, 

Premier Magashule emphasized the im-
portance of encouraging more young 
people across all races to take up nurs-
ing as a career. 

Premier said that government would 
develop innovative ways to recruit a 
more diverse nursing population; par-
ticularly, white matriculants to be part 
of government programmes aimed at 
addressing the shortage of skilled health 
professionals in the province.  

He said that government was com-
mitted to boost the training of health 
professionals in an effort to curb the 
scarcity of skilled professionals in gov-
ernment institutions, as well as to im-
prove quality of health for communities 
in the province.  

“It is encouraging to note that most of 
the students currently enrolled with the 
nursing college are from Thaba Nchu. 

This college will provide them with 
the opportunity to plough back their 
skills within their community”, Premier 
said. 

MEC Mabe added that while the 
country is faced with a critical short-
age of registered nurses, Free State is 
moving in the right direction to provide 

opportunities for young recruits in this 
vital field. 

“It is a known fact that in recent 
years many skilled health professionals, 
especially nurses, have left the public 
sector to assume similar positions in the 
private sector while others have opted to 
work abroad”, she said. 

Although this has left a huge gap and 
placed much strain in the provision of 
health services especially in rural areas, 
it is important to mention that this col-
lege will play an important role of re-
dressing the shortage by attracting high 
school learners to the nursing profes-
sion. 

Jane Modiko, one of the studens said 
“To me nursing is a calling, passion and 
responsibility to serve the community 
and my country. Since the school has 
started with the lessons I have gained 
a lot of knowledge and respect for this 
career,”

Premier assured students that vacan-
cies are available across various hospi-
tals in the province. 

He indicated that all students will be 
receiving a monthly stipend during their 
studies, as an incentive to prepare them 
for a variety of professional opportuni-
ties in nursing.

As part of the opening ceremony cer-
tificates were handed out to the head of 
the collage as well as several Emergency 
Medical Services staff. MEC Sisi Mabe, 
also handed over five new medical assis-

TRAINING PROJECT OPENS A WINDOW 
OF OPPORTUNITY

“Now I’m going to face the world 

with confidence with the right 

qualifications. Hopefully one 

day, I will own my own company”

THEMBA OSS

NEW BEGINNINGS: MEC Mabe handing appointment letter to a newly appointed 
Emergency Medical Services official.

TAKE UP NURSING AS A 
CAREER - MAGASHULE

tance vehicles to the Thaba Nchu Nurs-
ing College  

It is envisaged that provincial gov-
ernment will open additional two nurs-
ing colleges in Qwaqwa and Sasolburg 
during this financial year as part of its 
strategy, not only to address the short-
age of skilled nurses across the prov-

ince, but also to improve the working 
conditions of nurses and improve the 
image of the profession. 

The reopening coincided with the 
official launch of Operation Hlasela by 
the Executive Council on the 9th and 
12th April in Botshabelo and Thaba 
Nchu respectively.
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“Working together, 
we can do more”

IN ACTION
OPERATION HLASELA

“Working together, we can do more”The Official Newsletter of the Free State Provincial Government

Launch Edition 2010

Page 11
HLASELA NEWS



MEC for Health Sisi Mabe has 
appealed to Free Staters to 
unite with government to fight 

against the spread of TB. MEC made 
this call when she adressed the com-
munity during the World TB Day on 17 
April 2010 in Phiritona, Heilbron. 

She said that government has com-
mitted time and energy to create aware-
ness amongst the youth-aged between 
fifteen and thirty-five years - so that they 
take the prevention and treatment of the 
TB and HIV/AIDS diseases seriously. 

Health MEC, Sisi Mabe said that the 
awareness campaign will cover all the 
five districts in a similar fashion to ad-
dress the spread of disease and its pre-
vention amongst the youth. 

She appealed for community support 
in her move to attain the provincial tar-
get of eighty percent success rate against 
the disease. Learners from schools in 
Ngwathe municipality formed an im-
portant part of the celebrations. 

Also present were other social part-
ners and civil society members who 
were united in their commitment to ad-
dress prevention and treatment of dis-
ease. 

The festivities also included the 
department of Agriculture which em-
phasized food gardening as a recipe for 
good health for all. The Department also 
gave out free seeds to the public for this 
purpose. 

Statistics showed an alarming in-
crease of TB and HIV/AIDS in the 

youth between the ages of 15-35 in the 
Free State province. Fezile Dabi was the 
worst affected municipal district in this 
regard.

The commemorative day began with a 
positive note by screening volunteers 
for TB while others were tested for HIV 
and Aids. 

Advocacy materials including bro-
chures, posters and T-shirts were dis-
tributed to the people to create aware-
ness among the community about TB, 
its ways of transmission, its symptoms 
and treatment.

Former South African president, 
Nelson Mandela observed in July 2004 
that the successful treatment of tubercu-
losis was key in the treatment and con-
trol of the HIV/AIDS.

 TB as Mandela observed, was al-
ways the silent slayer in the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic and that the battle against 
AIDS cannot be won unless the world 
fights TB. 

Another person who endorses the 
benefit of complete  DOTS treatment is 
the former Archbishop of Cape Town, 
Desmond Tutu. He also, at one time, 
suffered from TB as well but now leads 
a healthy and normal life.

South Africa has one of the highest rates of TB in the world. This 
has increased dramatically as the HIV epidemic has grown, with 
the number of TB cases doubling since 1996.  We can get treat-
ment for TB. TB is a curable disease. 

This is how one can identify whether one has the illness or not:

•	 Excessive	coughing	for	about	two	weeks	or	more.
•	 Loss	of	weight
•	 Coughing	up	blood
•	 Night	sweats
 
These are a few simple steps that can be taken to prevent the 
spread of TB these include:

•	 Cover	your	mouth	when	we	cough
•	 Open	 windows	 to	 let	 fresh	 air	 in	 when	 we	 are	 in	 crowded		

places
•	 Educate	ourselves	and	our	communities	about	TB.
                     
It is important to remember that TB is a curable disease and that 
once a person is on treatment for TB they should abstain from 
smoking and drinking alcohol.  If diagnosed with TB, we are also 
encouraged to complete the entire course of treatment for TB.

TB IS CURABLE – DON’T STOP TREATMENT!

SOME FACTS ABOUT TB

SUPPORT FIGHT AGAINST TB

Mandela was himself a victim 

of TB while a prisoner. He took 

medication for four months and 

was completely healed thereafter.

KICKING OUT TB: MEC Sisi Mabe with learners and Bloemfontein Celtic Football 
Club players. 

AWARENESS DRIVE: MEC Sisi Mabe addressing the Heilbron community urging 
them to support the fight against TB.

MOHANOE JASE
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The Free State economy has been 
historically dependant on mining 
and agriculture. These primary 

sectors have registered noticeable de-
cline over a period of time. This decline 
has had devastating impact on job cre-
ation and economic growth initiatives in 
the Free State.

To address the situation, the De-
partment of Economic Development, 
Tourism and Environmental Affairs is 
pushing for inclusive and diversified 
economy for creation of decent jobs. 
To this end, the Department held a two 
day Economic Development Summit in 
Bloemfontein recently.

This Summit was a think tank of ex-
perts and trail blazers to help shape the 
economic revival of the Free State. This 
was a gathering of carefully selected 
pioneers in the selected sectors who out-
lineed ways and means through which 
the Free State could leverage sectors 
like ICT, innovation and research, phar-
maceuticals and agro processing for re-
newed economic surge in the Free State. 
This Summit followed MEC Mxolisi 
Dukwana’s Budget vote speech titled 
“The dawn of the new economic era in 
the Free State”.

The state of the Free State economy 
has been a subject of discussion for a 
very long time with many commenta-
tors expressing serious concern about 
lack of creativity among role players. 
At an ANC Lekgotla earlier this year, it 
was agreed that there is a need to move 
with speed and come up with revolution-
ary ideas of repositioning the Free State 
economy. Among others important out-
comes of that lekgotla were:

Identification of specific intervention •	
programmes and projects that would 
address the growth and development 
challenges facing our province;
Collation and analysis of the Free •	
State economy and identification of 
the competitive and comparative ad-
vantage of our area;
Ensuring continuous economic analy-•	
sis;
Assess, establish and strengthen func-•	
tional LED structures and forums 
where necessary;
Effective engagement with financial •	

Institutions for funding;
Using tourism as an alternative to the •	
declining economy; and
Effectively using our academic insti-•	
tutions for research purposes.

This solution driven and action ori-
ented summit appropriately themed, 
“Unlocking the Free State Economic 
Potential”, boasted a line up of high 
powered speakers in selected sectors.

Led by the Premier Ace Magashule, 
other speakers included the Deputy 
Minister of Economic Development 
Gwen Mahlangu-Nkabinde, MEC for 
Economic Development, Mxolisi Duk-
wana, MEC for Public Works and Rural 
Development Fezi Ngobentombi and the 
HOD for Economic Development, Tour-
ism and Environmental Affairs MEC 
for Agriculture Mamiki Qabathe and ar-

ray of experts and opinion makers from 
across the country. 

In his hard hitting no holds barred 
opening remarks, MEC Dukwana 
warned against the danger of South Af-
rica slipping into a “welfare state”. The 
poverty reduction policies of the ANC, 
Dukwana said, are assuming permanent 
status which will have unintended con-
sequences. 

Calling for the creation of a sound 
Free State economy that will not only 
ensure that people sustain themselves 
but will go a long way in ensuring that 
they participate meaningfully in the 
economy of the province, MEC Duk-
wana said the summit would have failed 
if it did not address the dependency syn-
drome by making sure that even though 
communities are supported by govern-

ment, they should learn to do things for 
themselves.

The Deputy Minister of Economic 
Development Gwen Mahlangu- Nkabi-
nde applauded the Free State for initiat-
ing the summit of this nature and called 
upon all participants to make sure that 
proposals reached during the two-day 
deliberations will be implemented. 

According to her there is no reason 
why the Free State can not reclaim its 
position as the food basket of the coun-
try. She stated that even if there is a de-
cline in mining and agriculture, there is 
room to develop the secondary sector by 
adding value to raw materials locally.  

She urged Free Staters, to think hard 
about the foreign trade deficit that is 
reported to be at R30 billion. In doing 
business with other countries and prov-
inces, the Free State should be able to 
capitalize on its central location. 

Buying from others, said Nkabinde-
Mahlangu helps them create jobs and 
pay their people at the expense of your 
own.

Another major concern raised by the 
Deputy Minister is what she called ‘a 
high mortality rate’ of SMMEs in this 
country. She believes that the pillars of 
any economy are SMMEs and every-
thing should be done to support this sec-
tor.

The summit had to build on exist-
ing strengths and existing sectors. The 
deliberations were structured in the fol-
lowing manner:

Centres of action - trade, transport and •	
logistics;
Maximizing resources - agriculture •	
and mining;
High value-added - agro-processing •	
and beneficiation; and
High potential sectors - chemicals and •	
pharmaceuticals. 

On capitalizing on new opportunities 
and new diversified sectors, the summit 
dealt with the following:

Infrastructure - capital and transport •	
equipment;
ICT - business process, digital media •	
and broadband;
Knowledge economy - innovation, •	
science & technology;
Green economy - sustainable resource •	
and alternative energy; and
Emerging sectors - aviation and film.•	

For Meshack Molo (35) from 
Bethulie, the new road between 
Springfontein and Bethulie is 

more than just another road for motorists 
to travel to their destinations; it changed 
his life from being unemployed to a per-
son with a job, a breadwinner that can 
be able to look after his family in a rural 
community.

Meshack was unemployed before the 
road construction project gave him a new 
opportunity and purpose in life. Although 

one of his previous jobs was in the Bethu-
lie area doing part time fishing along the 
Orange river, it was his job as safety of-
ficer on the Bethulie road construction 
project that opened some other opportu-
nities for him. As safety officer, he had 
to ensure that all workers on the project 
wear safety clothing, and that all traffic 
signs are in place to ensure the safety of 
motorists and road workers. 

A safety officer is also responsible for 
clearing the road in case of an accident. 
He worked on the Bethulie – Springfon-
tein road for two years and eight months 

“Yes, the road construction project did 
help me a lot,” Meshack confirmed. He 
was also able to buy himself a bakkie. 
Although Mr. Molo has a wife and one 
child, he is also the breadwinner for his 
extended family. He was born and bred 
in Bethulie and is now a full time em-
ployee of the local municipality as gen-
eral worker. 

The training he received from the De-
partment of Police, Roads and Transport 
during the project also empowered him 
with various new skills. He is now able 
to fix potholes in his home town.

UNLOCKING THE FREE STATE 
ECONOMIC POTENTIAL

“NOT JUST ANOTHER ROAD….
IT CHANGED MY LIFE”

DRIVING GROWTH: MEC Mxolisi Dukwana is pushing for inclusive and 
diversified economy.

HARD AT WORK: Workers fixing the 
potholes.

KGOTSO TAU

ZOLILE WALAZA
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Indigent persons will be able to access 
free legal services when the Legal 
Practice Bill, which was approved by 

Cabinet, comes into effect, the Minister 
of Justice and Constitutional Develop-
ment Jeff Radebe said. 

The minister said a key feature of the 
bill, which also plans to set uniform stan-
dards for all those that join the legal pro-
fession, would require legal practitioners 
to provide legal services on a pro bono 
basis to the indigent in rural areas or to 
applicants of the Small Claims Court.

The provision would be similar to that 
which requires doctors to provide certain 
minimum hours to provide free services 
to the community. It would complement, 
rather than do away with Legal Aid South 
Africa, which provides for state-paid le-
gal services to indigent persons.

 Government was also planning to 
bring access to justice closer to ordinary 
people with the introduction of the Su-

perior Courts Bill and the Constitution 
Amendment Bill address, which call for 
high courts with divisions in all provinc-
es to be set up. 

The cabinet also approved the terms 
of reference for the review of the civil 
justice system, which follows the review 
of the criminal justice system, which is 
still being carried out by the department, 
he said. “Resolution of civil disputes 
cannot continue to be an exclusive ter-
rain for the rich and powerful only. 

All South Africans must enjoy equal 
access and protection of the law and 
where necessary through adjudication 
by the courts,” said Radebe. Concerning 
the criminal justice system review, he 
said plans were under way to strengthen 
the granting of bail. Radebe also wel-
comed the appointment of Judge Monica 
Leeuw, South Africa’s first woman judge 
president, by President Jacob Zuma. - 
BUA News

Free State Government vowed to 
renew efforts to assist mostly 
small-scale female farmers to 

grow food and breed animals more effi-
ciently. These farmers are set to receive 
a productivity boost through Operation 
Hlasela. This was announced recently 
by Premier Ace Magashule.  

One of women recipients, Ms 
Molokoane, who recently received sup-
port from government said, “We appre-
ciate this effort of government as a ma-
jor boost for us to feed our families and 
increase availability of food on our lo-
cal markets.  I believe that many of our 
communities will benefit from the pro-
duction generated by this initiative”. 

She further indicated that training 
and regular interaction with female 
farmers in the fields is needed to ensure 
significant increase of rural income, 
support of these farmers, and sustain-

ability of their farms.
The three farmers of Leratong farm 

have 51 sheep and 2 rams. Their farm is 
humble, but neat. They have managed 
to nurture a small but growing enter-
prise, despite many challenges such as 
lack of electricity and access roads. But 
the Premier and his Executive Council 
(EXCO) had been impressed by their 
commitment. 

“We need people with passion, these 
people have passion,” said Premier Ma-
gashule. He committed to assisting the 
farm trust within two weeks with their 
most pressing needs, including buying 
them dogs to protect their property and 
livestock. 

Premier Magashule and his full ex-
ecutive was on the attack during the 
Botshabelo and Thaba Nchu campaigns 
of the Operation Hlasela programme of 
action on 9 and 13 April with a mission 
to show every resident of the area what 
government is doing for them. 

Department of the 
Premier
Dr. M.C Nwaila
Director General
P.O. Box 517
Bloemfontein
9300
Communication Chief Directorate: 
Mr. Wisani Ngobeni
Tel.: 051 - 405 4748/403 3238
Fax: 051 – 405 5540/403 3239
Email:wisani.ngobeni@Premier.
fs.gov.za

Agriculture
Dr S. Kabane:
HOD
Private Bag X02
Bloemfontein
9300
Communication Contact:
Ms. Thato Mokoena 
Tel.: 051 – 506 1591
Fax:051 – 448 6138 
Email: tato@agric.fs.gov.za

Education
Mr. RS Malope, HOD
Private Bag X20565
Bloemfontein
9300
Communication Contact:
Mr. Howard Ndaba
Tel.: 051 – 404 8314
Fax:051 – 404 8269
Email:ndabah@edu.fs.gov.za

Health
Dr S Kabane, HOD
P.O. Box 227
Bloemfontein
9300
Communication Contact:
Tel.: 051 – 408 1273
Mr. Jabu Mbalula
Fax:051 – 408 1579
Email:mbalulajni@fshealth.gov.za

Social Development
Ms M.S.S Maboe, HOD
P.O. Box 264
Bloemfontein
9300
Communication Contact:
Mr. M. Mvambi
Tel.: 051 – 400 0221
Fax:051 – 400 0209
Email:mondli@socdev.fs.gov.za

Cooperative 
Governance, Traditional 
Affairs & Human 
Settlements
Mr. M. Mokoana, 
HOD (Human Settlements)
Mr. K.F Radikontsane, 
HOD (COGTA)

P.O. Box 211
Bloemfontein
9300
Communication Contact:
Ms. S. Bogatsu
Tel.: 051 – 403 3224
Fax:051 – 403 3650
Email:senne@lgh.gov.za

Public Works and Rural 
Development
Ms M.M.E Nthongoa, HOD
P.O. Box 690
Bloemfontein 
9300
Communication Contact:
Ms. Christelle du Toit
Tel.: 051 – 403 3805
Fax:051– 405 4490
Email:maqubela@freetrans.gov.za

Police, Roads and 
Transport
Mr. M.S Molala
P.O. Box 119
Bloemfontein
9300
Communication Contact:
Mr. W  Walaza
Tel.: 051 – 409 8957
Fax:051 – 409 8883
Email:walazaz@.freetrans.gov.za

Provincial Treasury
Dr. M.E Mokeyane, HOD
Private Bag X 20537
Bloemfontein, 9300
Communication Contact: 
Tel.: 051 – 405 4229
Mr G Kaaf: 
Fax:051 – 086 559 7605
Email:gunnett@treasury.fs.gov.za

Economic Development, 
Tourism, & Environ-
mental Affairs
Dr. Monti Mongake, HOD
Private Bag X 20801
Bloemfontein
9300
Communication Contact:
Mr. K.C Tau
Tel.: 051 – 404 9634
Fax:051 – 400 4732
Email:tauk@dteea.fs.gov.za

Free State Investment  
Agency
Contact Person: Ms. Ncgina 
Contact details: 051 – 411 4300
Email: tshediso@fipa.org. za

Bloemfontein Home 
Affairs
Contact Person: Mr. Majoro Tshweu
Contact details: 051 – 404 0313
Email: tshweu.majoro@dha.gov.za

POOR TO GET FREE 
LEGAL SERVICES 

MAJOR BOOST 
FOR EMERGING 
FARMERS 

Talk to your Government
Contact details of the Free State 
Provincial Government

CHRISTELLE DU TOIT

HAND OVER: Premier Magashule and MEC for Agriculture Mamiki Qabathe 
handing over two rams to Leratong Farm in Botshabelo.

“Working together, we can do more”The Official Newsletter of the Free State Provincial Government

Launch Edition 2010

Page 14
HLASELA NEWS



“Working together, we can do more”The Official Newsletter of the Free State Provincial Government

Launch Edition 2010

Page 15
HLASELA NEWS



Residents of Batho Location have 
reacted with joy after the Free 
State Provincial Government in 

partnership with facilities management 
company Drake and Skull completed 
the renovations at Batho Primary School 
on record time. It took just under three 
weeks to complete the renovations at the 
school. 

The scope of work ranged from ex-
tensive work on roofing, new furniture, 
shelves, cupboards in the library and 
administration, cleaning and replacing 
of broken chairs, interior and exterior 
painting, plumbing and drainage to land-
scaping and paving at the front entrance 
of the school. 

Batho Primary School is not the only 
school that will benefit from this initia-
tive by the provincial government.  

“The Department of Education 
has set aside R369-million to improve 
schools infrastructure this year,” said 
MEC Tate Makgoe during the unveiling 
of the renovated Batho Primiary School 
last month.

MEC Makgoe commended Drake 
and Skull for partnering with govern-
ment to improve education in the prov-
ince.   Drake and Skull and the Depart-
ment of Education spent R200 000 each 
towards the renovation of the school.

MEC Makgoe said his department 
has made great strides in infrastructure 
development especially with the eradi-
cation of platooning schools in the prov-
ince. 

Speaking at the same event, Premier 
Magashule, who officially unveiled the 
newly renovated school, said the pro-
vincial government would not allow 
poor infrastructure to stand in the way 
of children’s education.  

“We cannot allow our children to con-
tinue to study under such conditions. It 
is vital for government to maintain and 
reform dilapidated schools for learners 
to be taught in a favourable environment 
focusing on education,” said Premier 
Magashule. 

He said the Department of Social 
Development would provide help to 
needy learners who do not have school 
uniforms or access to social grants.  

Residents of Batho location com-
mended Premier Magashule and MEC 
Makgoe for renovating the school. “We 
have waited for this moment for a long 
time; we appreciate government’s effort 
to revamp our school”, said Mr. M. Ma-
foyane, the principal of Batho Primary 
School 

Mafoyane said when he joined the 
school in 2001 it had about 700 learners 
mostly from poor families.  “Classrooms 
had wooden floors, many of which were 
so damaged that dust became a health 
problem for teachers and learners. 

Over the years, we tried with limited 
resources to modify these floors to con-
crete. Some of our learners used to suf-
fer from different ailments due to dust 
inhalation,” Mafoyane said.

Dorothy Muthuku, a cleaner at Batho 
Primary School, said the newly reno-
vated school brings pride to the com-
munity. “We feel very proud because 

FREE STATE SCHOOLS 
GET A FACELIFT

THE PAST: Batho Primary before renovations. THE PRESENT: Batho Primary after the facelift.

CHANGE AGENT: MEC Tate Makgoe.

I love my school… I am happy to 

see these changes. We need to 

keep our classrooms neat and 

stop other children from litter-

ing on the ground. 

The Free State provincial government has set aside R369-million in an effort to improve our schools, Mosidi 
Mohlakela reports.

our government is showing that it cares 
about us,” Muthuku said.  

Muthuku, who is responsible for 
cleaning classrooms, library and the ad-
ministration block, said that most of the 
classroom floors were in concrete which 
made it difficult to clean them without 
putting water first to reduce dust.  It was 
even harder for learners who could not 
focus past break time under extreme 
condition of cold and hot periods. 

“I am happy that school’s facilities 
are renovated to make our school more 
attractive to the community and visi-
tors. The maintenance of the facilities 
is important. We need to create aware-
ness amongst learners by stressing the 
importance of keeping our environment 
clean”, said Muthuku.

Mr Mzizi, a member of the school 
governing body, said that he was excit-

ed about the initiative of government to 
change the face of the school. He said 
that he would like to see more involve-
ment of parents in school activities and 
to come up with solutions that would 
create a conducive environment for 
learners and educators.   

“My role here at the school is to en-
sure that school facilities are maintained 
and to encourage parents to offer their 
time and skills to better the conditions 
of their children’s school. 

Mr. M. Lehoko, project manager 
from Drake and Skull said, “Much of the 
renovations required skilled workers, 
most of whom we recruited from the 
Batho community. We have managed 
to create employment around the area 
and have provided opportunities for 
local contractors to take part in this 
community-based model of PPPs”, 

The renovation of the school cre-
ated 82 employment opportunities and 
developed their construction skills. 
Beneficiaries of such opportunities, 
Mathapelo Sisana and Rahaba Moalosi 
appreciate the job opportunities offered 
through the Operation Hlasela project in 
Batho Township. 

Both have developed their painting, 
paving and tiling skills during the reno-
vations of Batho School

Most the work was done during a 
school break to avoid class disruptions. 
On their return from a two-week school 
holiday, learners were overjoyed to find 
their classrooms freshly painted and 
beautiful.  

Tseki Sentle, a Grade 7 learner at the 
school, said: “I love my school…I am 
happy to see these changes. We need to 
keep our classrooms neat and stop other 
children from littering on the ground.    
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Thomas Edison once said, “Many 
of life’s failures are people who 
did not realize how close they 

were to succeed when they gave up.”   
Malo Tigedi is among recent gradu-

ates who demonstrated academic excel-
lence and hard work in pursuit of her 
dreams.  

It is through this bursary programme 
that Free State Government has nur-
tured and developed talents of countless 
young people like Tigedi in their respec-
tive fields of interest. 

“Government will continue, through 
this programme, to educate and impart 
competencies to the future generation of 
leaders of this Province,” said Premier 
Ace Magashule.

Premier Magashule also said that 
academic coordinators should be chosen 
amongst bursary holders with a view to 
work closely with them (bursary hold-
ers) and government  and support one 
another during their university years.  

In that way, government will also be 
able to keep track of their progress and 
to place them correctly upon completion 
of their studies. 

“We take pride in our ability to at-
tract students of highest academic com-
petence into our bursary programme,” 
Premier said.   

Tell us about yourself

Malo Tigedi [MT]: My name is Malo 
Tigedi. I was born and bred in Qwaqwa.  
I consider myself amongst the most priv-
ileged and was born at the time when the 
flood gates of opportunities were wide 
open. 

Today all willing and able human be-
ing regardless of race, social status and 
background can go to universities and 
tertiary institutions of their choice.  All 
gratitude lifted up to the heavens and the 
government in power. 
DM:  Tell us about your studies; what 
did you study and from which university 
you attained your qualifications?

MT:   I was awarded a bursary in 
2005 and I went on to study with the 
best in Africa at the University of Cape 
Town.  Department of the Premier af-
forded me an educational opportunity 
that I would not otherwise have to attend 
higher learning institutions of my choice 
without fear of financial burdens that can 
be crippling to my academic pursuits. 

 The department took care of my tuition, 
books, accommodation and food; all that 
amounted to about R56 000 per annum. 

Given my humble background, there 
is no way in the heavens my family could 
have afforded me that quality education. 

I studied a four year degree of Bach-
elor of Commerce in Financial Ac-
counting and Law and graduated with a 
double major degree in 2009. Now I am 
employed by Department of the Premier 
as a State Accountant.

DM:  How was your university years 
like? 

MT: When I was at UCT, I quickly 
learnt to make choices; sometimes, sac-
rifices during the course of my study.  
I also recognize where I was coming 
from. I could not afford to let my family 
and government down by failing in my 
studies. 

I realized that higher education was 
an unknown world that demanded a total 
adjustment and even setting higher stan-
dards for my survival and achievements.  

Who ever said that one’s past does 
not determine one’s future was absolute-
ly accurate, you can go from a humble 
background to a position of prominence.

 The key to unlock all of these great 
prospects is handwork, if you desire to 
succeed, to advance in your career and 
experience great personal growth and 
development; you need to make the nec-
essary sacrifices. 
Hard work, determination, dedication, 
diligence, a clear vision and self confi-
dence will take you a long way.

DM: Do you like to encourage 
younger generation about your lessons 
in life? 

MT: I would like to urge brothers 
and sisters to make the most of these op-
portunities afforded them by our govern-
ment. 

I would also like to point out to them 
that poverty is the state of mind and only 
education can liberate them from the in-
carcerations of their past and conditions 
of the mind. 

As for those who already hold bursa-
ries to their names, I plead with them to 
capitalize on this chance.

It is also important that younger gen-
eration understands the importance of 
being prepared to snatch opportunities 
that are presented.  

I know that most of students in ter-
tiary institutions enjoy freedom from pa- PASSION FOR SUCCES: Tigedi believes poverty is a state of mind.

Hlasela News spoke to Malo Tigedi, a state accountant in the 
Department of the Premier. Tigedi is one of many beneficiaries 
of the Free State Provincial Government bursary scheme. Here 
she reveals her recipe for success to Dan Maritz.

FACE TO FACE
with Malo Tigedi

rental rules and curfews. I would like to 
remind them that with that freedom, tags 
along a great responsibilities.  

DM:   Any word of advice to young 
generation?

MT: Choose wisely, befriend the 
library and please don’t wait until the 
examination season is in full swing to 
study, try to strike a balance between 
your academics and social life.  

Academic work should top the hi-
erarchy of priorities.  They must stop 
wasting time trying to figure out a way 

to cheat the examiners. At this stage of 
your life, you are cheating nobody else 
but yourself.

Last but not least, who ever said that 
the sky is the limit is absolutely incor-
rect. If you are determined enough, you 
can go beyond the sky. 

So remember that God has vested in 
you the most powerful tool ever known 
to humanity which is your brain. 

Put your brains to good use and ride 
your dreams through the wings of an 
eagle.
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can come in the form of table salt, soup 
and gravy powders, stock cubes and sea-
soning.  Many people use too much to 
these when they are cooking and or at the 
table. 
Sweet foods
Sweet foods are often high in fat as well.  
The best choices of sweetened foods are 
those which also have lots of fibre in such 
as bran muffins, wholewheat rusks and 
wholewheat crackers.  If you are going to 
eat sweet foods, try to eat less often and 
in smaller amounts.  Choose foods like 
jelly sweets, winegums or marshmallows 
which are fat free, rather than chocolate 
or cake. Eat plenty of vegetables and fruit 
every day
• All types of vegetables and fruit are 

good for your skin and can be eaten as 
part of a healthy eating plan 

• Try to eat a variety of vegetables and 
fruit everyday 

• Try not to braise or add margarine or 
oil to your vegetables when cooking or 
serving them 

• Frozen vegetables are as good as fresh 
vegetables 

• Over cooking vegetables destroys the 
vitamins.  Cook vegetables in a little 
water for a short time 

• If you normally make a stew,  curry or 
other dishes containing vegetables that 
you cook for more than 10 minutes try 
to eat some uncooked vegetables in the 
form of salads as as side dish to com-
plement your meal 

• You may want to try and grow your 
own vegetables and fruit. 
Eat beans, peas, lentils and soya regu-•	
larly
Eat dried beans, peas, lentils and soya •	
regularly (at least once a week).  These 
foods are high in protein and fibre and 
low in fat.  Replace or extend meat 
dishes with beans, peas, lentils and 
soya.  Cut down on the cooking time 
needed for dry beans, lentils and peas 
by soaking them in water overnight.

What can I drink?
Hot and cold drinks: Clean water is the 
healthiest drink.  Try to drink at least 6-8 
glasses of water a day.  Cold drinks must 
be drunk by the whole family in mod-
eration. Fresh fruit juices are a healthy 
choice. However they contain a lot of 
natural sugar.  

A good way to drink them is by dilut-

ing it with water.  Use fresh, long life or 
powdered low fat milk in your tea or cof-
fee as these are better choices than coffee 
creamers or whiteners
Alcohol
If you drink alcohol, do so in moderation 
as outlined below.  Try not to drink more 
than the following amounts per day

2 small cans or 1 pint ordinary beer, •	
larger or cider or 
2 glasses of dry wine or •	
2 glasses of sherry or •	
2 spirit tots (cane, whisky, vodka etc.) •	

Responding to President Jacob 
Zuma’s call for everyone to 
know their HIV status, South 

Africans came out in their numbers to 
get tested for the disease at the launch of 
the HIV, Counselling and Testing (HCT) 
Campaign. President Zuma launched 
the HCT Campaign on Sunday, 25 April 
2010 at the Natalspruit Hospital.

The HCT Campaign will offer test-
ing to all patients at the entry points in 
all health institutions and hopes to get 
up to 15 million people tested by June 
2011. It also forms part of government’s 
new and up-scaled HIV and AIDS pre-
vention and treatment plan, which was 
announced by Zuma on 1st December 
2009 on World Aids Day. 

The objectives of the new scaled up 

plan are to reduce the rate of infection 
by 50 percent by 2011 and to provide 
ARV treatment to 80 percent of those 
who need the treatment. 

Other objectives of the new imple-
mentation plan include more emphasis 
on prevention through information, edu-
cation, widespread distribution of con-
doms and mobilisation of millions of 
South Africans to know their status. 

Speaking to BuaNews after getting 
tested, a relieved Thenjiwe Vilakazi, 55, 
said she was happy because she knows 
her status and will now make sure that 
she takes care of her health.

 “I’ve never done it before and was 
shaken while waiting for the results, but 
I’m happy I did it, now the challenge 
is to encourage my husband to do the 

same,” Vilakazi said. Encouraging peo-
ple to get tested, Vuyiseka Dubula, who 
has known her HIV status since 2001 
said the test saved her life.

“As civil societies and people living 
with HIV, we support the campaign and 
will go out and encourage people to get 
tested. There are services provided by 
government for them to live a normal 
life,” Dubula said.

 Dubula also challenged other civil 
organisations to take the lead by being 
the first to get tested. Each and every 
one must take a responsibility for his or 
her health and its start with the test.

Also backing government’s initia-
tive was National Association of People 
Living with HIV and AIDS (NAPWA) 
representative, Nkululeko Nxesi, who 

encouraged people to get tested early so 
that they can get treatment whilst there 
is still time. 

“HIV is not a death sentence, it is 
manageable through government’s new 
improved measures to fight the disease,” 
Nxesi said. He said NAPWA will con-
duct door-to-door campaigns encourag-
ing people to get tested. 

We will establish clubs for people 
who are HIV negative in an attempt to 
encourage them to stay negative,” Nx-
esi said. He thanked President Jacob 
Zuma and Health Minister Dr Aaron 
Motsoaledi for taking leadership in the 
campaign. The HCT Campaign is for 
all of we must work towards achieving 
the target of getting 15 million people 
tested. - BUA News

HEALTHY EATING

HUNDREDS TESTED FOR HIV

The healthy dietary guidelines 
outlined here are for adults and 
children over the age of 5 years. 

A healthy eating plan is a way of eating 
which the whole family can enjoy.  It is 
important to have regular meals through-
out the day.  There are no bad food choic-
es, all foods are good.  However, there 
are unhealthy eating habits such as eat-
ing too many high fat foods or skipping 
meals.
Enjoy a variety of foods
It is important to eat as many different 
kinds of foods as possible.  This is be-
cause foods do different things in the 
body e.g. provide energy, keep your body 
strong and help the body to work prop-
erly 
Make starchy foods the basis of your 
meals
The best starchy foods to choose are 
those high in fibre as they are digested 
slowly and can stop some of the fat from 
your diet being absorbed.  Try to choose 
high fibre starchy foods more often for 
example bran cereals, porridge brown 
or wholegrain bread, rice, dry or baked 
beans, samp and beans, potatoes, roti 

made with brown or wholegrain flour, 
phutu, lentils.

Vegetables and fruit with skin are also 
high in fibre foods 
• Include starchy food with each meal 
• Starches by themselves do not make 

you gain weight, especially those rich 
in fibre 

• It is the fat that you add to these foods 
that make them fattening for example 
chips. 

Use less fats and salt sparingly
Too many high fat foods can result in 
weight gain and can also increase your 
risk of chronic diseases of lifestyle such 
as heart disease. Fats are in your food 
as: 
• Fats you can see: cooking oil dripping, 

ghee, butter, margarine, holsum, fat on 
meat and skin on chicken 

• Fats you cannot see: Full cream milk, 
coffee creamer, full cream yoghurt, 
ice-cream, potato crisps, nuts, pastries, 
cakes, sausages, burgers, polony salad 
dressing etc 

Having too much salt in the diet is linked 
with high blood pressure.  Salt is com-
monly used to add flavour to foods and 

All types of vegetables and fruit are good for your skin and can be eaten as part 
of a healthy eating plan 

Over cooking vegetables destroys the 
vitamins.

Try to eat a variety of vegetables and 
fruit everyday 

Make starchy foods the basis of your 
meals
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South Africa’s security agencies 
will do their utmost to ensure fans 
are protected and the country re-

mains safe during the 2010 Fifa World 
Cup, the country’s government has 
promised.

The agencies, which include police 
and various emergency services, have 
been ready for some time now, National 
Police Commissioner Bheki Cele said at 
a parade in Sandton, Johannesburg, on 
17 May. “We are ready to host the World 
Cup ...”

Local and international journalists, 
many of whom are already stationed 
here for next month’s tournament, were 
in Sandton to witness the display of high-
tech armoured police and traffic vans, 
chase helicopters and ambulance fleet to 
be used during the June-July period.

The display should give overseas 
reporters a good indication of the coun-
try’s security preparations, Cele said. 
“The international media must tell the 
world what they see,” he added.

The nation’s expertly trained sol-
diers also showed off their skills during 
the parade, as the South African Police 
Service (SAPS) and the army will work 
together on various operations during 
the World Cup.

Government had allocated R1.35-
billion (US$179-million) to these two 
forces to ensure maximum security for 
the month-long tournament.

As the country counts down the 23 
days remaining until kick-off, the dis-
play was “a show of strength of all agen-
cies”, Cele said. “Definitely, South Af-
rica is ready. We’re ready to secure all 
stadiums”

Some R665-million($88. 2-million) 
has been spent on World Cup security 
equipment, which - in addition to the 
armoured vehicles and helicopters - in-
clude sniper rifles, surveillance cameras, 
advanced bomb-disabling equipment 
and water cannons.

About 41 000 SAPS officers will be 
deployed during World Cup operations. 

The group will consist of 31 000 perma-
nent officers and 10 000 reservists, with 
a combined budget of R640-million 
($85-million).

Police and intelligence officers will 
also work with Interpol and the Southern 
African Regional Police Chiefs Cooper-
ation Organisation (SARPCCO).

Ronald Noble, Interpol’s secretary-
general, announced in April that about 
25 of its member countries will supply 
additional security personnel to South 
Africa for the World Cup.

While Interpol will provide top-notch 
intelligence and surveillance equipment, 
SARPCCO is expected to play a criti-
cal role in helping South Africa secure 
its borders and ensure that people don’t 
enter the country illegally during June 
and July.

The remaining 31 teams that have 
qualified for the World Cup will also 
send their own security officers to deal 
with any terrorism or general crime 
threats.

International security agencies have 
given a “thumbs up” to South Africa’s 
World Cup security plans, Cele said.

South African forces have received 
training in crowd control management 
from the French National Police Force. 

Thanks to the leadership and ex-
pertise of French General Herve Niel, 
among others, SAPS members are now 
well equipped to deal with violent out-
breaks.

“The resources that have been put 
in place and the training will be there to 
benefit the people South Africa long af-
ter the World Cup,” Cele said.

“South Africa will never be the same 
again after the World Cup,” added Gau-
teng Premier Nomvula Mokonyane.

The South African Football Associa-
tion is satisfied with World Cup security 
plans, said its CEO Lesley Sedibe. Secu-
rity of all 32 participating teams will be 
prioritised, he added. “We’re confident 
that the security of all the teams is in 
good hands.” - BUA News

Free State Provincial Government in partnership with the Performing Arts Centre of the Free State (PACOFS) and district 
municipalities is embarking on 2010 road-shows throughout province. The roadshows began on 19 May in Nala, Tswelopele, 
and Tokologo Local Municipalities, in the Lejweleputswa District Municipality. The purpose of the 2010 “FEEL THE FEVER” 
roadshow is to galvanise the people of the Free State to rally behind Bafana Bafana and to support the 2010 FIFA WORLD 
Cup.  During these roadshows, PACOFS will perform the “Hela Yalo Sani” theatre production aimed at revitalising the 
interest in soccer. In the towns to be visited, the provincial government will stage mini soccer games which will involve 
children from the farms. Premier Ace Magashule and Members of the Free State Executive Council encourage the Free 
State people to be patriotic, wear their Bafana Bafana jerseys and fly the national flag with pride.

“Re hlasela ka bolo, hela yalo sani!” 

TOP SAFETY PLAN FOR WORLD CUP 

FEEL THE FEVER
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South African soccer fans are 
among the most colorful in the 
world, leaving lasting impressions 

on television screens with their colourful 
gear and sometimes near-silly antics.

Come the afternoon of June 11, if 
you find yourself in the grandstand of the 
calabash-shaped Soccer City stadium, 
chances are you might be seated next to 
a fan with a supporter’s jersey, decorated 
miners’ helmets known as makarapa, 
oversized goggles and the vuvuzela. 

And these are just some of the “must 
have symbols of pride” every Mzansi fan 
must have, prominent soccer fanatic Fred-
dy “Saddam” Maake told BuaNews. 

You might also see some supporters 
eating bread to indicate the opposition 
is their “daily bread”, opening the Bible 
in search of divine intervention and car-
rying a self made coffin to indicate that 
they will bury the opponents. 

“Come the World Cup, Bafana Bafa-
na supporters will be easily recognised ... 
we are proudly South African and what 
better way to show it than to have all our 
symbols,” said Maake, urging South Af-
ricans to go all out and buy the range to 
show their support for the national team. 

As the World Cup approaches and 
with just 28 days to go before the extrav-
aganza kicks-off, entrepreneurs’ creative 
juices are flowing freely, coming up with 
the most hilarious supporter accessories. 

Recently a company launched vu-
vuzela-shaped earplugs for quieter fans. 

This after FIFA overturned a call to ban 
the vuvuzela from World Cup games 
following heavy criticism from foreign 
media about the level of noise from the 
much loved instrument. 

Company spokesperson Andrew 
Chin, said the decision to produce vu-
vuzela shaped earplugs was a patriotic 
one, intended to embrace the instrument 
but at the same time to provide ear pro-
tection to those who wanted it.

“The World Cup is a fantastic event 
and rather than entertaining complaints 
about the noise from vuvuzelas, we 
thought we’d do something positive.

“We believe all South Africans should 
get with the World Cup party, embrace it 
and have fun at the same time,” Chin told 
BuaNews.

Among other accessories is the Ku-
duzela, while it is not as popular with 
locals, the kuduzela is an alternative to 
the vuvuzela. The wind instrument is in 
the shape of a kudu horn and sounds like 
a trumpeting elephant. 

The momozela, known as the baby 

vuvuzela, sounds like a baby crying. 
While many may find it irritating, soccer 
fanatics love the sound it makes.

Maake said there is also the vuthela, 
which he said is more user-friendly for 
all supporters as it does not take much 
effort to blow.

And those with a burst of energy to 
carry extra kilos to the stadium, they 
might take the baleka or gijima as it is 
popularly known. Maake said one may 
need to carry a car battery to operate it. 

After winding it for some time, es-
pecially when your team is attacking, it 
makes a sound like an air-raid siren or 
alarm, he said. 

Some supporters simply cannot do 
without their long and colourful church 
robes when they go out to support their 
team, explained Maake, adding that it 
has become more fashionable for fans 
to wear it with giant glasses with their 
team’s slogans and logos and an afro wig 
sprayed with the country’s flag colours. 

The country’s creative entrepreneurs 
have also made scarves, head bunnies 
and hand gloves for those who will at-
tend matches in the chilly parts of the 
country. And of course the country’s flag 
is a must for every supporter. 

The flag can also be found in car mir-
ror socks - which have become a must-
have with motorists. 

The makarapa, a modified, decorated 
miners’ helmet, which is adorned with 
the colours of the supported team, will 

be a fan favourite.
The makarapa dates back to 1979, ac-

cording to the man credited with making 
the first one. 

“The way I invented the makarapa 
is almost as weird as I am,” said Alfred 
Baloyi, 54, a die-hard Kaizer Chiefs sup-
porter, who said the idea came while sit-
ting in a stadium.

“Someone threw a bottle and hit 
someone on the head.” At his next game 
Baloyi, who worked as a cleaner in Lim-
popo at the time, wore his work safety 
helmet decorated with football imagery.

The embellishments commonly in-
clude images of favourite players, for-
mer president Nelson Mandela, current 
politicians and team flags and colours, 
said Baloyi, whose selling price has es-
calated from a mere R7 in 1979 to a cool 
R300 a helmet today.

For the World Cup - Africa’s first - 
Baloyi and his employees are making 
makarapas to suit fans of most of the 32 
teams. 

Maake, who has over 300 makara-
pas, boasts that he has one for every oc-
casion.

He said his makarapas have mini por-
traits of Nelson Madela, Danny Jordaan, 
Sepp Blatter, Kaizer Motaung, Irvin 
Khoza and Molefi Oliphant.

“I wear these guys with pride. They 
contributed significantly in bringing us 
the FIFA World Cup,” he chuckled. - 
BUA News

SA SOCCER FANS, MOST 
COLOURFUL IN THE WORLD

VUVUZELA! Whether Bafana Bafana wins or loses the World Cup, Mzansi’s fans will sure win a million hearts with their fan regalia and over the top antics.

SPORT

The momozela, known as the 

baby vuvuzela, sounds like a 

baby crying. While many may 

find it irritating, soccer fanatics 

love the sound it makes.
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